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Message One 

 

Prayer 

Lord, we worship You from the depth of our being, because You 

are our God. In Your sovereignty and compassion, You have 

gathered us together this weekend from all over the Midwest 

area. Lord, we are here in the churches. Lord, we are Your 

seekers, not only Your believers, but Your seekers. Lord, we are 

also Your lovers, Your followers. We’re here gathered by You to 

follow the Lamb again wherever He may go.  

This morning we’re here to exalt You as the Lamb of God. 

Worthy is the Lamb. This morning we would like to start this 

weekend conference with praise. We’re not here just begging and 

praying; we’re here praising. Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

We’re here to praise our God. We’re here to praise the Lord. 

We’re here to bless You together. We’re here to speak well of You. 

We want to enthrone You amidst our praises.  

Lord, we love You. You are worthy. This morning we trust in You. 

We look to You. Even You are Lord of all, King of kings. You are 

the head of the Body, even the Savior of it. Lord, You’re surely 

the leader of Your recovery. This morning here we exercise our 

spirit to join with You, to be one with You, and even to be one 

with Your heart and one with Your move. We pray from the very 

outset, come and fill us with Your Spirit, come and pour Your 

Spirit upon us.  

Our prayer to You, Lord, is still that You would revive us. O 

Jehovah, in the midst of these years, in the midst of these 

seasons, in the midst of these days, restore us, restore the 

churches, and restore all the saints. In Your wrath show 
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compassion. Let Your face shine on us again. Restore us to 

Yourself, restore us to the joy of our salvation. Restore us to the 

Jubilee, restore us into that ecstasy, restore us to that rest, 

restore us to the good land, which is You Yourself as our full 

possession, You Yourself as our divine inheritance, You Yourself 

as our heavenly allotment, that Christ would be everything to us. 

Restore us to that. Restore us to Yourself.  

Fill us with Yourself. Lord, we pray that You will be our full 

enjoyment, our full satisfaction. And Lord, deliver us. Free us 

from every kind of captivity, every kind of oppression, every kind 

of depression. Release us from sin, release us from the world, 

release us from the Devil himself. Release us into You. Oh, we 

claim this freedom. We proclaim liberty throughout the land, 

even the land of the United States. We say, liberty has come. 

Jubilee is here. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re here to blow that 

trumpet. We’re here to sound that horn, the acceptable year of 

the Lord. The day of salvation has arrived again. We pray for a 

new season, a new time, a new age, in Your recovery in this 

country, as You did something 50 years ago. Do this again, and 

then more than that, much more than that. We look forward to 

this. We’re filled with anticipation. We thank You, Lord. Visit 

every saint sitting here, every heart here. May all the hearts be 

open, may all the spirits be released, may all the tongues be 

loosed. We’re here to just enjoy You, to hear You once again. 

Have Your way, Lord. Amen. 

Lord, Revive Your Work 

By the Lord’s sovereignty, we are having this very special 

weekend here in Chicago. I would like to not follow a kind of 

routine way of having a conference. I’m not here trying to do 

something strange or different, but I look to the Lord’s Spirit to 

really visit us because He is all we need. What we really need is 

not just another message or another conference. What we 

desperately need is His personal visit. What we really need is His 

presence. In Psalms 80, a Psalm on a cry, we have more than 
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even just a prayer, but a cry of the Psalmist on behalf of Israel to 

Jehovah for revival, for restoration. Three times in that Psalm 

this cry was uttered: “O God of hosts, restore us; and cause Your 

face to shine, and we will be saved.” Whenever we have the face 

of God, that is the day of salvation. In 2 Corinthians Paul 

encouraged us to come to Him with an unveiled face, as a mirror, 

to behold Him, to see Him face to face. Whenever we have 

Christ’s face, we have real transformation from glory to glory, 

even as from the Lord Spirit. Because the face of God is the 

presence of God. Actually, the face of God to us today is simply 

His Spirit. This is our real need today, personally and collectively 

in the local churches, in the Lord’s recovery, to have His face, His 

personal appearance. This is the Spirit coming to us in a present 

way and fresh way. So, I look to the Lord and would like to 

implore all of us this weekend during the meetings, in our 

singing, prayer, and testimonies, to seek His face. By seeking His 

face we all would be touching the Spirit in a new and fresh way. 

Then we would experience a revival.  

Speaking of revival causes us to consider that famous verse in 

Habakkuk 3:2, “O Jehovah, revive Your work / In the midst of 

the years.” Our prayer is firstly that the Lord would revive us. It 

is not too much for you to pray, “Lord, revive me.” That is an 

absolute legitimate and necessary prayer. In fact, we really 

should pray that prayer every morning. Even every moment, we 

should pray, “Lord, revive me.” Together let us pray, “Lord, 

revive Your work.” Not only do we need to be revived personally, 

but His work, His economy, His move, and His testimony, also 

need revival.  

Brothers and sisters, this is what is in my heart, “Lord, revive 

Your work.” We would like to even be more specific this weekend 

to pray, “Revive your work in these United States.” Why? 

Because we are here, this is our nation. This is where the Lord 

has placed us in His sovereignty whether we were born here or 

moved here. In any event, we are all part of this land; we are all 
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part of this great country. This is a most special nation that God 

has raised up in the last of the ages to facilitate His particular 

move to bring an end to the present age and to usher in the next.  

Yesterday there was a special memorial for Senator John 

McCain, an American hero and an American patriot who has 

duly earned honor from his fellow citizens. I certainly honor him 

as an American. I watched some of the memorial at the gathering 

where he lay at the Capitol Rotunda surrounded by the Congress 

and the various officials of the executive branch and his family. 

I’m not just awed by those proceedings, those formalities and 

circumstance, but I find myself very inspired much like the 

memorial of another man who lay there approximately six 

months ago, Mr. Billy Graham. I regret that any more in this 

country it seems that the times when the elected people, those 

who represent us, the people in this country, would invoke God’s 

name is rare. It is difficult for many to have the freedom to not 

be so-called politically correct, but to exalt and praise the name 

of Jesus Christ. These are rare moments. Apart from these 

moments it seems this country has become godless in the public 

arena. And it is inspiring to see these moments when besides 

eulogies given, some would pray. As formal and religious as 

those occasions are, it is not a small thing that in this country we 

still do that.  

That benediction was a good one, ending with a praise to God, 

the praise that you will find in the book of Revelation. The praise 

was to God be the glory, be the might, be the blessing, and the 

wisdom. That praise was offered in the name of the Redeemer of 

John McCain, in Jesus Christ our Lord. For that to be said, to be 

proclaimed from that Rotunda inspires me. Brothers and sisters, 

this is a special country, the United States. No, I’m not here on 

some bandwagon or soapbox to make America great again. 

We’re not in that realm of being political. We’re in another 

realm; we are citizens of another country. We’re the heavenly 

people, subjects of the kingdom of God. Dear saints, it pleased 



5 

 

God that He would, according to His sovereign plan, raise up 

nations and demote them, raise up leaders and cast them out 

according to His pleasure. No one has anything to say about that 

because only He owns that authority.  

God is not just moving pieces about like a game of chess. No, He 

is a God of wisdom and purpose. God is a God of plan and 

economy. God has a goal to achieve. God has something in His 

heart, a desire He wishes to accomplish. He has appointed times 

and seasons. We may think things happen according to fate or 

chance, by accident. But most assuredly, that is not how God 

works. God has planned everything, even before the foundation 

of this world, including all our lives. In chapter two of the book 

of Daniel the prophet, Nebuchadnezzar had this strange dream 

from which he awoke frustrated because he didn’t know what it 

was about. No one, not even those so-called wise men in that 

realm could tell of it. Only Daniel the prophet could interpret it. 

He wouldn’t have known either except that he and his 

companions prayed, and in the night the vision appeared to him. 

The dream and its interpretation were given to him. One thing 

Daniel did when he woke up was to offer praise to God the most 

high who gave him wisdom and understanding before he went to 

tell the king. He said, “And it is He who changes the times and 

season. He deposes kings and causes kings to ascend.” Of course, 

you know He was going to tell Nebuchadnezzar, “You’re in 

trouble.” You know the story that all was fulfilled. Within a day 

of 24 hours, this man who occupied the highest place probably 

in the known earth at that time, was cast to the bottom. He 

became like an animal wandering about in the wilderness. God 

is not mocked. God is God.  

Times and Seasons 

Let us consider the matter of times and seasons. In God’s work, 

whether it is in the Old Testament age or the New Testament, He 

works according to a plan. Without a schedule there would be no 

plan. People who are project managers know that you don’t have 



6 

 

a plan without a schedule. God has a plan and a schedule. This is 

the reason of times and seasons. Jeremiah 8:7 says, “Even the 

stork in the sky knows its appointed times, and the turtledove 

and the swallow and the crane keep the time of their coming.” I 

suppose this refers to the migratory birds who at a certain time 

in the year know to fly south and who always return to the same 

location, and then at a certain time fly back. In Orange County, 

California, there are the famous swallows of San Juan Capistrano 

that come back to the same place every year at the same time. 

But it says, “But My people do not know the ordinance of 

Jehovah.” Are you aware of the times and the seasons that we’re 

in? We are not just speaking generally about the times and 

seasons of the world. What about the times and seasons in the 

Lord’s recovery? 

A Quick Tour of Our History 

Beginning in China Through a Young Man 

The Lord’s recovery began in 1921 in a city called Fuzhou in 

southern China, with a young man of 18 or 19 years. God chose 

this particular vessel and in due course raised him up for a very 

unique commission. He was raised up not just to become a 

minister of the Word, but to be a minister of the age. He came to 

realize with some of his companions, through their earnest study 

of the Bible, that denominations were wrong. They found that 

systematized Christianity was wrong, and that organized religion 

was abominable to God. They therefore determined to leave that 

system and simply come together as believers, holding only to 

the one name of Jesus Christ and to break bread in one accord to 

remember the Lord. They knew very little, because they were 

very young. They certainly were not mature in life, but they were 

earnest. God was about to turn a season. He would raise up these 

Chinese young people far away from Christian Europe where His 

work had been for hundreds of years. Prior to this, if you wanted 

to know about Christianity, you didn’t go to China, but you 

travelled to those cathedrals in Europe, you went to the Vatican, 
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or even to those Protestant churches and their theological 

libraries. You wouldn’t go to the foreign, heathen, ancestral-

worshipping place called China. Yet, at this time, God was 

working anew.   

Jesus was not found in Jerusalem, but in the despised place 

called Galilee. He was a Nazarene born in Bethlehem. This is 

similar to the first meeting of what we call the Lord’s recovery 

today, being raised up in a small place in China. In three more 

years, it will be the centennial of the Lord’s recovery, 100 years. 

This past 100 years has been a long journey in which many things 

have happened with many high and low points. There were times 

of exceeding glory, and also moments of dark shame with 

turmoil and rebellion. But regardless of all that, today, brothers 

and sisters, the Lord’s recovery is still here. Not only is it still 

here, but it has spread and covered the entire earth in all the 

continents. It started with three people in that first Lord’s table 

in Fuzhou. Today there are hundreds of thousands of saints, and 

thousands of churches, including those in America. Because of 

our limited time we cannot get into all the details, but we will 

take a quick tour, if you will, a journey of our history.   

Brother Watchman Nee is the young man that I’m referring to. 

He was raised up and commissioned with this very unique 

commission, not just to preach the gospel or to teach the Bible. 

He was not commissioned to just recover certain scriptural 

practices according to the Word, but he had the commission of 

recovering the experience of Christ and the testimony of the 

church. He released the truths concerning Christ being the 

centrality and universality of God’s plan. Christ is the reality of 

the Christian existence, and the reality of all positive things. 

Christ is everything to God and will be everything to man. In fact, 

He is the One who fills all in all. Not only so, but there would be 

the recovery of the church, not the degraded one, not the earthly 

one. I need not digress here but look at what is happening today 

to the so-called church of Rome. Look at the scandal, the evil. We 
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are not speaking of that church, but of the real church, the 

expression of Christ, His Body. This is the genuine household of 

God, the real kingdom, the new man, the wife of Christ, God’s 

real army. This is the church that will bring the Bridegroom back. 

This church is the Body of the One who fills all in all. This is the 

church as the goal of God’s economy.  

So this young man was raised up to preach nothing but Christ 

and His cross, as did the apostle Paul. For 30 years he was given 

freedom to minister. He had just 30 years of public ministry. 

Today we have available the books of his ministry. These writings 

are revered as contemporary Christian classics. Everyone who is 

a genuine seeker of the matters of the inner life is drawn to read 

Watchman Nee. He is the last in the train of those who recovered 

many subjective aspects of the experience of the divine life. He 

was no doubt endowed by God’s appointment with such an 

intellect, a very discerning mind. He was introduced to all the 

top Christian classics from the West on church history, theology, 

life, truth, typology, prophecy, and practice. Then through his 

own reading of the Word of God, he was able to filter out all the 

erroneous and wrong teachings and retain those that were truly 

scriptural. Through this he brought in a recovery of the Lord. 

After 30 short years, he was imprisoned for the rest of his life, 

and after another 20 years he died.  

A Co-worker, Witness Lee 

Thank the Lord that in His sovereignty He prepared another co-

vessel, another man that also happened to be Chinese and only 

two years younger than the first. The name of course we know is 

Witness Lee. When Brother Nee’s ministry was forcibly ended 

with the political regime change in China, that ministry was 

passed on to this other brother, Witness Lee. He left China for 

the free world. For 10 years he lived and served on the island of 

Taiwan where he continued the ministry with all faithfulness. He 

didn’t veer or stray or start his own thing. He followed in that 

same vein, faithfully in the same path. He spoke the same thing 
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and carried out that identical commission. However, as the Lord 

would use him, slowly he began to come out from under the 

shadows of Brother Nee when his own ministry became more 

and more formulated in Taiwan by the beginning of the 1960s.  

Through God’s timing and sovereignty, Brother Witness Lee was 

brought to this country. According to him, neither Brother Nee 

nor Brother Lee ever had any thought of coming to the West. 

They always had the thought that what the Lord commissioned 

to them was the East, was China. They felt that the Lord’s work 

in the West, even the Lord’s recovery work, would be left to the 

brothers in the West. But in God’s sovereign arrangement, in a 

few years’ time from 1958, when he first set foot in this country, 

to 1962, the Lord made it very plain and clear to him that he was 

to leave the Far East and come here. At this time, he was a 60-

year-old man who could barely speak English. In those early 

days, a lot of people strained to hear him and still could not 

decipher what he was saying. He was a Chinaman coming to this 

top country of the United States. What was he thinking? What 

was he doing? He was, in so many words, putting forth a 

challenge. He did not come to tell the people things they already 

knew. He was not needed for that. He came to the U.S. with a 

new message, with a special word, with a lost word from the 

Bible, the truth, the many truths that had been covered up, 

discarded, rejected, and disowned by mainline Christianity. He 

came here to speak these truths, and that was a daunting task to 

say the least. But the Lord was with him. 

Short History of the Recovery in the United States 

Now I come to our history. Since 1962, Brother Lee was led to 

stay here and begin his work in Los Angeles on the West Coast. 

The first conference in December of 1962 was on the All-

Inclusive Christ. But before he began his speaking, he and a 

couple brothers prayed every day for 30 days for this country. 

They prayed particularly for the seekers in this country. They 

prayed that the Lord would gain many who were disillusioned by 
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the state of Christians. They prayed for those who were looking 

for something deeper, something more, who were hungry for the 

truth and for life. After that conference, Brother Lee began his 

ministry here and, so to speak, the rest is history until now.  

This began 55 years ago. During that first conference on Bonnie 

Brae Street in Los Angeles, brother Jim Reetzke was there. He 

has a photograph of some of the attendees of that first 

conference. In between the meetings, Brother Lee would have 

talks with the saints. Interestingly, in those talks he quoted, at 

least once, Jeremiah 8:7 concerning the times and the seasons. 

Deep within him he realized that God was turning the page yet 

again.  

Many times since the church went from Jerusalem through 

Antioch to Philippi and into Europe, pages were turned in the 

continent of Europe. Many of us should know that 500-year 

history of degradation. During those years there was the 

formation of the church of Rome, of the papal system, the first 

pope, and so on. Once Constantine embraced Christianity, 

mankind entered into what is known today as the period of the 

dark ages. This lasted for 1,000 years when the Bible was locked 

up. Superstition replaced the Word of God, light was gone, and 

darkness prevailed. The church, that abominable church, ruled.  

Then, in the 16th century, reformers were raised up to open the 

Bible again. They came back to the scriptures again, starting with 

the truth of justification by faith released by Martin Luther. And 

there were others of his contemporaries as well, like Huss and 

Wycliffe. So the Lord’s work of recovery began in that continent, 

and over time through different ones that the Lord raised up, 

including the Wesleys, including one very famous man named 

Zinzendorf, a very important figure in God’s recovery, including 

certain people in this line of the inner life. All this culminated in 

the 19th century with the so-called British Brethren or the 

Plymouth Brethren where the knowledge of the scriptures, the 

truth, the prophecies, were brought to the height. They saw the 
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church, they saw the Body of Christ, and they left the 

denominations including the Anglican church, so much so that 

Watchman Nee in his famous book The Orthodoxy of the Church 

would consider the Plymouth Brethren to be the fulfillment of 

Philadelphia in the book of Revelation. But that movement was 

short-lived. Before that century was over, because of doctrinal 

and prophetic disputes, they broke up. They were divided, and 

today there are many sects of the Brethren. They lost their 

testimony. We should be taught by this, brothers and sisters, 

because after Philadelphia comes Laodicea.  

But the Lord used them. After that, it seems God had no way to 

move forward anymore in that very old, very religious continent, 

and He was forced to go into a new place, and that would be 

China. I don’t have time to talk about so many details, but almost 

overnight in the beginning of the twentieth century, the Lord’s 

Spirit began a very unbelievable move in that heathen land to 

raise up young people to continue this recovery. In a way it was 

to begin a new work, but in another way it was to begin a new 

season of the times, to turn a page, to raise up another group of 

His people.  

One very pivotal person in this transfer—you know that God does 

not just work miracles through angels in this age, but God works 

in the principle of incarnation always through man—was 

Margaret Emma Barber, M. E. Barber, who was that connection 

between England and China. She was supported by Panton, who 

was a very famous spiritual leader of the Christians in England. 

He had a magazine called Dawn, and Miss Barber’s writings, 

letters, and correspondence that mention Watchman Nee are 

published in some of those magazines. You can find it today. 

There was a connection. It was through her that Watchman Nee 

was introduced to the best of the West. And this recovery flow 

that continued in China but which was a new time and season in 

God’s work, including the 10 years in Taiwan, was barely 40 

years. By then the recovery in the West, West meaning old 



12 

 

Europe, was 400 years. And this stream, what Brother Lee called 

this divine stream, pivoted and went to China for 40 years. After 

those 40 years, it seems this flow could not wait to come back to 

the West, not to the old world but to the new, and that is to this 

country, the United States.  

Now when I talk to you about America, you must keep this in 

mind as your context. I am not here just talking about 

Christopher Columbus, I’m not here talking about our founding 

fathers merely in that kind of historical sense, although all those 

were used by God to make all this happen. But I want all of us to 

pay attention to this unseen, invisible, spiritual move, this divine 

history that is hidden in human history. That is the history that 

we have to follow. So after barely 40 years, this divine stream, 

this divine move of the Lord, of His recovery, came here through 

these two men. You may say that by that time Watchman Nee 

was already in prison. I know that. But his books began to be 

released, especially into the English language.  

The very first book that was published under his name was in 

1957, The Normal Christian Life. Overnight, that book became a 

sensation among seeking Christians, among the inner life 

believers. That book opened the way, pioneered the way across 

the world, and especially in the United States, because it fell into 

the hands of many free groups, seeking people, and even people 

in Bible schools and seminaries. They were saying, “Who is this 

man?” Then the next thing they heard was that Watchman Nee’s 

closest co-worker is here in the United States. Invitations started 

to come, and connections were made. There was a little magazine 

called The Stream where conferences were announced. Witness 

Lee was afraid to fly, so he was driven all across this country. 

Even when there was only one seeker, he would visit them. 

The 1960s were a very tumultuous decade in the history of the 

U.S. Some of us who are older know about that. It was a decade 

of assassination, a decade of counter culture, a decade of the 

Vietnam War. And yet in that very difficult and tumultuous 
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decade, in a hidden way, the Lord began something in the U.S. 

That is His recovery move. For some of the young people sitting 

here, perhaps your parents or grandparents were there. In those 

first five years, our brother was working hand-in-hand with 

Watchman Nee’s books, and he began to contact the believers 

and even began to bring in the believers.  

The Lord surely answered their 30-day prayer, and according to 

my study, from the year 1962 to roughly 1974, those first 12 

years, it was a season of revival. There was a revival in the Lord’s 

recovery. The light broke forth from God’s Word, as Brother Lee 

began to enter into the mature stage of his ministry, even before 

the life-studies, brothers and sisters. The presence of the Spirit 

was revived, more and more, through these recovered practices 

that we still have today, including calling on the name of the 

Lord, praying the Word, what we call pray-reading, and I would 

even say, the spiritual singing and praises.  

To this day, in the recovery in this country, we would not 

experience the same kind of prolific output of songs and hymns 

as in those years. I don’t mean some sweet and gooey songs. I am 

talking about substantive hymns and songs that came out in 

those years. By 1969, seven years after the Lord’s recovery began 

here, the church life was brought to a peak revival state. I can say 

something about it, because it was the precise year when I moved 

into the church life as a sophomore in college. That year was a 

peak in this revival. In that peak year, the truth about the seven 

Spirits in Revelation was released.  

That is no small truth, that the Spirit that we enjoy today in the 

New Testament is seven-fold intensified. If you read all the 

Christian books on the Spirit, I doubt you will find that particular 

interpretation. The seven Spirits is not even in the so-called 

Apostolic Creed, to which the typical fundamental, Bible-

believing Christians all subscribe. It is not even mentioned, 

much less interpreted. Out of those years of revival came an 

organic explosion, a spiritual explosion not by man’s doing. No 
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man engineered that, because no human can manufacture a 

genuine revival. It was the Lord’s doing. Many seekers came in, 

and many young people were brought in, and so in 1969, that 

explosion resulted in a migration. A great migration went into 

1970,1971, and 1972, all over this country, so that the major cities 

were all taken, so to speak, with lampstands and the church life 

was established in the major cities. From 1962 to 1974 the Lord’s 

recovery grew from 30 people to at least 3,000 people, if not 

more. A mathematically inclined brother did a study, and he said 

that growth represents a 50 percent annual, compounded rate of 

increase. This is not simple interest; this is compounded interest, 

over 12 years of time, 50 percent per annum. This is a rate of 

increase that we have never experienced ever again.  

From then on, from 1974 on, except for a couple of years of what 

I call afterglow or spillover from that glorious revival, the 

recovery faced its first turmoil and rebellion, and that would be 

in the second half of the 1970s. In brief, that rebellion took out 

many dear brothers and sisters among us, in fact mostly young 

people who were gained prior to that time, many my age. Many 

churches were disrupted. The church life, and the faith, the 

boldness, the aggressiveness that we used to have that comes 

from the Spirit, that comes from the Word, that we had starting 

from the ‘1960s into the early ‘1970s, faded away. That revival 

waned in the mid-1970s. Instead we came into another season, 

which is not a pleasant season. I actually quote Brother Lee in 

calling this a season of dormancy.  

Not only was there an internal rebellion, but it was in those years 

when Christianity in this country began a frontal attack upon us. 

That’s when the cult label was slapped on us, and it stuck. We 

Christians were just calling on the Lord and pray-reading the 

Word. We were different, yes, but we fully are people of faith, we 

subscribe to the common faith. But overnight, we not only got 

marginalized, we got stigmatized and demonized. We were put 

into the same category as some true cults, the worst kind in fact, 
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the kind that kill people. Some of you remember Jim Jones and 

the People’s Temple, and the massacre in Guyana. We were put 

right next to them, chapter-to-chapter, in one of the evil books 

that came out. That’s why we had to file lawsuits. We were not as 

Christians taking Christians to court, because it had nothing to 

do with that. We reject that kind of interpretation. But we are in 

a country of rights. We are a country of law. When we are 

maligned and slandered, this is a crime, and so for that reason 

we appealed to Caesar as Paul did. It took us five years before the 

cases were settled in our favor, but the damage was done. Those 

years of fighting with the opposition further brought us into a 

stance of defensiveness. In my word, the Lord’s recovery entered 

into the bunker and went underground. We still had our church 

life. The faithful saints are still with us. But as far as the impact, 

as far as the power, as far as the growth and increase, as far as 

the propagation of life and truth which the Lord has 

commissioned to His recovery, we were more or less brought to 

a standstill.  

In the 1980s, Brother Lee called some of us young brothers to 

join him in the work. He called us to go full-time and to serve 

alongside him.  

The Chinese-speaking Work 

I was called at that time by Brother Witness Lee to start what 

today we call the Chinese-speaking work. In the 1980s, the major 

population, the Caucasian Americans, the African Americans, 

and the Hispanic Americans were over 90 percent of the 

demographics in this country. The Chinese in this country 

especially in those days were less than one percent. Today I think 

the Chinese population in this country is just over one percent. 

But Brother Lee had a burden. So in those years, we began to 

gain so many Chinese into the recovery in this country, especially 

in the major cities. We brought in students, because there are so 

many that have come to this country to study. In those years, all 

the way into the 1990s while the increase of the main local 
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population was stopped, it was replaced by the increase of many 

of the Asian brothers and sisters. 

Let me say something here, brothers and sisters. When I talk 

about these things, ethnicity and so on, I hope that all of you do 

not have any thought of racism. I don’t. We’re not in that realm. 

But it was in those years that the increase came so that the actual 

number of those in the Lord’s recovery in this country did not 

drop. Actually, the number continued on a slight incline, but the 

growth is mainly among that category of people. I’m telling you 

the facts. 

And so today, I thank the Lord, that so many Chinese brothers 

and sisters and their children have populated the recovery.  

These dear Chinese-speaking saints not only brought the 

number, but they also, by God’s sovereignty, brought the 

finances to the recovery. I speak this in an honest and fair way, 

that those finances helped the Lord’s recovery very much until 

today. I know this because a lot of it passes through my hands. 

The third thing they did was that they brought their children into 

the recovery. Today many very good brothers and sisters are 

second or third generation in the recovery.  

The Preaching of the Gospel 

In the early 1980s, the Chinese-speaking work started. In the 

mid-80s, something else happened. The Life-Study of the Book 

of Acts shows the propagation of the resurrected Christ to spread 

the kingdom of God by the Spirit. In that speaking, the speaking 

Spirit was full of burden for the preaching of the gospel. There 

was a burden to gain more of the majority of the people, 

especially on the campuses. It was at that time that we sent out 

what we called gospel teams. These were comprised of full-time 

brothers. They were sent out especially to the southern part of 

this country, the Bible belt region, Louisiana, Tennessee, and 

also New Mexico and Nebraska.  
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The God-ordained Way 

After only a year and a half or so, that effort stopped. The main 

reason why that effort stopped was because Witness Lee had the 

burden to go back to Taiwan from 1984 to 1989, to study and to 

research in the Word of God, in the scriptures, a way which later 

on was called the God-ordained way. This is a new way to bring 

the churches into vitality, to build up a universal priesthood of 

the gospel, to find a way to break through that dormancy among 

us. He spent five years doing that successfully, and it was in his 

heart to work out the God-ordained way, not only in Taiwan but 

also in the United States. He came back in 1989, but even before 

he came back, a second rebellion was already brewing, or to use 

his word, fermenting. This would be a rebellion that was worse 

than the first one in the 1970s because some of the key senior co-

workers participated in that rebellion against the ministry and 

against the Lord’s recovery.  

By that time, brothers and sisters, our brother was in his mid-to 

late-80s. He had limited strength, but he had to do something 

urgently required of him, and that was to stabilize the churches 

and to recover the churches affected by that very horrific 

rebellion. Then soon after that in the early 1990s, the Lord gave 

him the final burden in his ministry, that is, to release what is 

called the high peak of the divine revelation. I think we all know 

this phrase. So he had little time and energy, but with what he 

had, he devoted himself still to speak and train us on the God-

ordained way. He mainly used the FTTA training to do that. And 

for three years, from 1993 to 1996, the year before his going to 

be with the Lord, he gave a certain special training for us 

Americans that was called the vital group training. That was his 

last attempt to have that breakthrough. Regrettably, saints, the 

churches were not in a condition to carry that out successfully, 

due to the rebellion. And so, he finished his course and 

completed his ministry, which was never affected by all these 

things. He passed away in 1997, 21 years ago. 
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Recent History of the Lord’s Recovery 

Now I will tell you the story of what happened in the last 21 years 

without our brother. We hardly knew that day would come, and 

hardly knew or could imagine how we could do without that 

ministry’s covering and supply. But dear saints, I want you to be 

encouraged, because this is not Witness Lee’s recovery, and this 

is not Watchman Nee’s recovery, just as this is not J. N. Darby’s 

recovery, and this is not Zinzendorf’s recovery. This is the Lord’s 

recovery. And if it is something of the Lord, the Lord Himself will 

take care of it. So in these last 21 years, even in the absence of 

our brother’s life ministry, his books are still with us. And there 

is a group of co-workers who at the end of his life was brought 

into the experience of blending. No co-worker for his region, no 

co-worker for his own ministry; we are all here to be blended as 

one man to carry out God’s unique need. And by the Lord’s 

mercy, they did. So I would like to tell you that these 21 years 

have been full of the Lord’s mercy, to keep the Lord’s recovery 

intact. Not only intact, but brought into a state of one accord, so 

much so that we did not experience it even when Brother Lee was 

alive. I can testify to that because I was one of those co-workers.  

The Lord’s Hand is Still with Us 

I believe that in these years the saints prayed. Much prayer was 

offered by hidden saints, by sisters, by faithful men, praying 

desperately for the Lord’s recovery. From where I’m perched, 

from my perspective as a co-worker, I see certain things 

happening in the recovery and the church life, and I tell you that 

many times I just shook my head in disbelief. I said, “This is the 

Lord’s hand. The Lord’s hand is still with us.” You know, all the 

rebellious ones without fail almost in every case always exclaim, 

“Ichabod.” The word Ichabod means “the glory has left,” as if 

they are the glory. When they leave, they always say, “Ichabod,” 

so the glory supposedly left with them. I’d like to tell you that the 

glory has not left. It may not be expressed as it should be, as it 

was, but that glory has not left. I assure you, my brothers and 
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sisters, the speaking of the Lord is still with us. Do you agree with 

me? Seven feasts a year. That is not just reheating some cold 

stuff. That is not microwaving some old food. I think we can 

testify to this. Brothers and sisters stay in this speaking. Follow 

this speaking! This is not just a bunch of us brothers. This is the 

Lord speaking among us still! 

The Full-Time Training in Anaheim 

In these years, the Lord raised up something called the full-time 

training. You may think I am biased because I helped, along with 

other brothers and of course Brother Lee, to begin that training. 

Today I am still engaged with that training, so you may think that 

I am saying something wonderful about that training. No. One 

day, Brother Dick Taylor and I were chatting, and he said, 

“Brother Minoru, I cannot imagine the Lord’s recovery today 

without the full-time training.” I said, “Brother, I really agree 

with you.” I don’t think that is a prejudiced statement. I think 

that’s fair. Of course, many of our young people did not go to the 

full-time training. Actually, most of them did not. A small 

percentage did go, maybe 10 percent or less. But of those who 

went over these years cumulatively, many have become the 

pillars, the key members, brothers and sisters, and even so many 

have become the leaders in the Lord’s recovery today. Without 

that, we would not have the kind of future that we would like to 

see.  

The Campus Work 

Also in these years the Lord has begun to do a good work among 

the campuses. We raised up many teams and full-timers across 

the country. Today, without that we wouldn’t have so much 

campus work. I was just praising the Lord. What I see in 

Knoxville, Tennessee, I expect to see in the coming 20 years all 

across the U.S. These are lovely, almost farm kids. I don’t know 

if it’s really a farm or not, but these are local kids gained for the 

Lord and gained for God’s purpose. I got transported 
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immediately back to those first 12 years. That’s what I saw. And 

it’s slowly happening in other places.  

I now serve in northern California. Have any of you been to 

Reno, Nevada? I don’t know what your thoughts are about Reno. 

Let me tell you, that city now is a high-tech city. Tesla is there, 

Amazon is there, Google is there, Apple is there. Every well-

known high-tech company is rushing there. And they have a 

beautiful college. It’s called the University of Nevada, Reno. Let 

me tell you, the Lord is doing something wonderful. Families are 

migrating in. They now just this year started a full-time team 

with six members, and they are going to have an impact on UNR.  

GTCA, Bibles for America, and the Further Recovery 

of the Lord’s Work in the United States 

In these years, we also started the Lord’s move in America. GTCA 

means gospelize, truthize, and churchize America, the Lord’s 

move in America. Today we have Bibles for America to give away 

Bibles. We have various migrations. The Lord actually has been 

doing quite a lot in these last 20 years. But deep within me 

there’s a longing. Maybe because I was there in those early days, 

and maybe because I have been through these years of 

dormancy, and maybe because over these 20 years, some signs 

of spring are inspiring me. Maybe it’s all of the above. Whenever 

I touch the Lord, whenever I pray, on a daily basis I can only 

testify to you that I pray the prayer of Habbakuk. “Lord, recover 

Your work in the United States of America. Restore us and bring 

us to a place, a point, a situation, a condition that is even more 

glorious than the first twelve years.” 

I’m not here to wax nostalgic, and I’m not here hungry for the 

good old days. Those days are over. Brothers and sisters, I would 

like to tell you that the glorious days are ahead of us. The years 

of revival are ahead of us. The Lord is not done with the U.S. In 

spite of all the craziness out there in society, I tell you, the United 

States is still the leading country on this earth. That has not 
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changed. And the base of the Lord’s recovery is still the United 

States. And so, what that translates into is that the Lord’s 

recovery, the saints, the churches, must be strong and prevailing. 

In 1960s, this country was probably less than 200 million people. 

Today it’s 325 million people. In those years, I told you, we rose 

our number up to three to four thousand in the mid-1970s. 

Today, our total number, is about 25,000 saints in the United 

States with 294 churches. 

People Still Need and Want God 

You might ask me, and I think you might also ask our Brother 

Lee if he were still here with us, “Are you happy? Are you 

satisfied?” On the one hand, we should be full of thanks, we 

should worship the Lord, and we should have no complaints. 

Even this weekend, to have a conference like this, I thank God. 

But, on the other hand, when you consider what the Lord wishes 

to see, what God’s economy deserves, what the Lord’s recovery 

should be, I would say today, we should not have 25,000 saints; 

we should have at least 100,000 saints. Do you agree with me? 

We should not have 300 churches; we should have 1,000 

churches. There are so many cities and towns without a 

lampstand. There are still so many important campuses across 

this country without our work. There are still so many seeking 

people. You may think today that the U.S. is not seeking. But let 

me tell you, according to the surveys we look at, this is not so. 

We have fewer people, especially among the millennials, who say 

they are affiliated with any Christian church. But of those who 

say that they are Christian and are seeking something spiritual, 

that has increased. People today still need and want God. People 

today still need and want the truth, the real truth. 

Brothers and sisters, I give you all this history, rather in depth, 

to give you a context for the burden for this weekend. So I look 

to you to pray and to be open and to seek the Lord together this 

weekend for what He wants us to do, especially here in the 

Midwest. 
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The Proclamation of the Jubilee 

There’s a conference going on in San Francisco right now. And I 

have gone to that conference without fail for the last five to six 

years. This year I told them, “Sorry, I am not coming. I have more 

important things to do. I must take care of something more 

important, and that is to come to Chicago, to be with the saints 

in the Midwest. But I have not forgotten about you.” So this 

weekend we are spending four meetings to cover the 

proclamation of the Jubilee. We prepared four outlines, and I 

wrote three songs specifically for this weekend. This weekend we 

are going to conclude with a proclamation of Jubilee to the land 

of America and all its inhabitants. This is the burden.  
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Message Two 

 

Introduction 

If you think the enjoyment we just had during hymn singing was 

crazy, this was nothing. I hate to go back to the early years, but I 

think the brothers who were there would agree with me that this 

was not quite there yet. In fact, it was quite far from how we were, 

and the ball’s not bouncing yet.  

Tonight I will continue my freestyle talk. I hope that is palatable 

to you. It’s good to break some rules and break some forms – not 

for the purpose of doing something different or strange – but so 

that we can really sense where the Lord is leading us and really 

trust in His Spirit to guide us.  

The Lord’s Table Being 

A Very Personal Time with the Lord 

I’d like to say something about the Jubilee in the context of our 

history that I began to share with you this morning, not just as a 

kind of truth or typology. I want to share about the Jubilee which 

we covered in two meetings in this summer’s training on the 

Crystallization-Study of the Book of Leviticus. I was very blessed 

to be assigned one of the two messages. I had a blast in that 

message! I intermingled my speaking with singing. I think part 

of my message was actually sung, not spoken.  

I quoted a verse in the beginning of that message if some of you 

could remember. Before tonight’s meeting, in the prayer time 

with the brothers, I brought the verse up as well. This verse is in 

1 Corinthians 14, where we base our present practice of the 

prophesying meetings to build up the church. In that chapter on 

prophesying, verse 26 says this: “What then, brothers? 
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Whenever you come together, each one has….” This means that 

the church meetings biblically and scripturally as practiced 

under the apostle’s instructions in the New Testament are totally 

different from the practice in Christianity today, where you have 

a clerical class, some trained professionals, whether priests or 

pastors or whatever they may be, to officiate or to run the 

Christian services. This special class of people would give the 

sermon, lead the song and do everything, while most of the 

congregation would be like us here sitting, just listening and sort 

of passively taking it in. The early church did not meet that way 

at all. These are unscriptural practices that have come in over the 

centuries. Eventually, they hardened into a ritualistic code, and 

today that’s how Christians meet. I don’t need to tell you about 

the Catholic mass that is supposed to be a celebration of the 

Lord’s table. The mass, with the Eucharist, has degraded to 

become worse than a formality, with this man putting wafers on 

your stuck-out tongue and all of that. It was the Lord’s supper. It 

was the Lord’s very personal time with His disciples on that night 

of the Passover on the second floor. John was reclining on His 

breast. It was very personal. 

Speaking about singing and songwriting, I’ve been on some kind 

of a roll these past couple of years, putting out songs. This spring, 

I wrote a song as I was so inspired in last winter’s training on the 

matter of the Lord’s table. Do you remember that? I was 

fortuitously assigned that message on the peace offering being 

the type of the Lord’s table. After I got into the material, I got 

very much inspired, and so last spring, about six months ago, I 

spent a couple of weeks to write a song. You know, on 

songwriting, the shorter the song the harder it is to write. It’s like 

giving a speech. This morning, when I spoke for one hour forty-

five minutes, that was easy. You just ramble on, right? Ronald 

Reagan, our former president, once said that the shorter his 

speech, the more time he had to spend to prepare it. You need to 

spend a lot more time to prepare a five-minute speech than a 
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fifteen-minute speech. In songwriting, it’s the same. I was 

inspired so I wrote this little song based on the account in 

Matthew and Luke of the Lord establishing that first table. The 

more you read that account, the more you will find it to be a very 

tender evening of the Lord with His dearest followers. It was not 

some mass. It was a very intimate time with His disciples. After 

they ate the meal, the Lord took some bread and broke the bread 

and said, “This is My body which is being given for you.” After 

they ate, he took some wine – I suppose some fruit of the vine – 

and said, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is My blood of the 

covenant, which is being poured out.” Then He said a few more 

things referring to His coming in the kingdom: that He wouldn’t 

do it again until He saw them in His Father’s kingdom. Of course, 

there is a lot of deep meaning there, but on the other hand, it was 

that simple.  

Patterns of the Lord’s Table in Church History 

In the early church, the practice was to follow that. The saints, 

the Christians, usually ate the meal on the first day of the week. 

By the way, in the very beginning of the church, that being the 

church in Jerusalem, the Christians broke bread like this on a 

daily basis, not weekly. Because the Lord’s death was so fresh to 

them, the Lord was still so near to them in their memory and 

experience, and the Lord had just ascended ten days ago, when 

the church life began, bread breaking was not even like what we 

do today, meeting in a rather formal way. You know, we have our 

own program. Do you follow me? We do this and do that. 

Brothers and sisters don’t think I am against that, but I am 

saying that we in the recovery are also susceptible to falling into 

formalities. And the Lord’s table, I must say, is one area where 

we have long fallen into a kind of formality. We don’t do the 

mass, but we have our kind of “mass.” We know what to expect. 

Frequently, I complain that our Lord’s table has become a sing-

along, just calling one song after another. There is no praise or 

spirit of praise. So we need to fill in the silences by another song, 
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then another song. I hate that. I don’t think that is right. I don’t 

think the Lord is happy. So there is a yearning within me, not 

just to break the forms, but to really be restored to that intimacy, 

to that genuine experience of the Lord’s presence, and for the 

reality of the bread and wine to be so dominant and moving every 

time we are at the Lord’s table. In the first church, they did it 

every day – daily – after they ate, they pushed the food aside and 

they broke bread and drank the wine, filled with praise, 

probably, and worship to the Lord, without any kind of formality. 

It was probably done at the dining table. There was no church 

building, no nothing. All they did was to remember the Lord. 

There was no program. There was no meeting. There was just 

remembrance of their Lord. How I want to see that recovered.  

The first Lord’s table in the recovery was among three people: 

Watchman Nee and another couple with the last name Wang. I 

won’t tell you the first name. Eventually, this couple left the 

church. But the three of them started in a student housing in a 

college. The three of them, that night, brought out some bread 

and some wine. Later on, about 10 years or so later, Brother Nee 

gave his first account of that, how the recovery first started in 

Fuchow, and he described that evening. You can find it in a book 

somewhere. Watchman Nee said this: I still remember vividly of 

that night. I remember how the bread was so stale, and how the 

wine was sour. I still remember, cannot forget, how close heaven 

was to the earth. Brothers and sisters, it’s not that piece of bread, 

it’s not physically that cup of wine or those symbols and 

emblems. We respect those, but it’s not those things. It is how 

close heaven is to the earth. I’d like to ask you, in our Lord’s table 

meetings, how close is heaven to earth? It’s not how many hymns 

you call, how many songs you sing, but how close is the One we 

are remembering to us at that very moment.  

The Burden to Recover 

the Reality of the Lord’s Table among the Churches 
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So here is the song that I wrote to an old, popular Scottish folk 

tune: 

This is My body giv’n for you; 

This is My blood poured out for you.  

Take, eat and drink, My death your seal. 

This shall you do, remember Me.  

 

You blessed the bread and broke it too.  

You took the cup and gave thanks too.  

The covenant made in Your blood  

Bestowed on us forgiveness true.  

 

I will not drink this fruit with you, 

Until that day I drink with you.  

When kingdom of My Father’s here,  

With endless joy we’ll feast anew. 

What do you think? No one asked me to write this song. In a way, 

I did not write it for anybody, I wrote it to the Lord. The first and 

third stanzas are the Lord’s words to us. The second stanza I 

turned around to make it our words to Him. So it is somewhat a 

conversation, somewhat a mutual conversation. I’m not here to 

sell my hymns, please do not have that thought. But as it says in 

Psalm 45, when our heart is overflowing with a good matter, we 

cannot help but use the pen of our tongue to write praise and 

songs and hymns, that our tongue would be the pen of a ready 

writer.  

I wish, brothers and sisters, that in the recovery, in the church 

life these days, we would be recovered, revived, restored to 
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reality, and even liberated from our own local church formality, 

our local church religion that we can also fall into. Don’t think 

that because we’re the recovery, we’re okay. Many of the forms 

in Christianity were once upon a time imbued with reality, were 

dynamic, life-changing. But over time, the reality has gone, the 

Spirit has left, and man still kept on. That is one definition of 

religion. I really hope the Lord would take His recovery on to 

higher places, even in this regard. I look to the Lord for a new 

recovery – a recovery that is living, a recovery that is rich, a 

recovery that is attractive, a recovery that is impactful. I hope the 

day will come, brothers. Tomorrow we’re going to break bread. I 

hope that it would not just be a form, something to get out of the 

way, then Minoru Chen can give a message. I hope it will be a 

time of dear remembrance of our Redeemer, of the One who died 

for us, of the One who shed His own blood for our justification. I 

hope so. I tell you, today, the Christians, those seeking, are 

looking for that. In a way, they are not even looking just for the 

truth per se, if you understand what I mean, the truth that is 

devoid of experiential reality. We have the peak of truth, the high 

peak of truth, the top truth bar none, absolutely. But even that 

truth is not enough to gain people, to subdue people. Look, we 

have the best truth, but we also have saints who are tired of it, 

who don’t find the blessing in it. We need the reality behind the 

truth, and that is the Lord Himself, that is the Spirit Himself. 

That is our need today.  

The Jubilee as Ordained by God in the Old Testament 

Brothers and sisters, these days, I’m very taken by this matter of 

Jubilee. Besides preparing some materials for the conference in 

the Bay area, I sort of promised the saints that I would write 

some songs. But the songs never came until this past week. I 

suppose pressure works or something like that. I was just 

dwelling on the matter of the Jubilee and then these songs came 

one after another. Altogether there are three of them, and we 

sang one tonight. I will tell you that it’s not easy to write a song 
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like this. I have editors that help me to edit, polish and improve 

the songs to make them more singable. But I would like to also 

tell you that by writing those hymns, I got more and more filled 

with this burden, with this matter of Jubilee.  

Jubilee was ordained by Jehovah as part of the law, as part of the 

ordinances He had given His people Israel to keep. That 

includes, in the first part of Leviticus, all kinds of offerings. These 

offerings all typify Christ. In the last summer training, we came 

to all the feasts – the coming together of God’s people to enjoy 

God, to enjoy Christ really, in God’s presence, sharing this Christ 

with God and with one another, which constitutes a true 

worship. One of the feasts, perhaps you may call it a feast, is the 

Jubilee. It’s not exactly a feast. There were all the different feasts, 

but the Jubilee is something very special that God ordained as 

follows.  

The children of Israel were supposed to keep the Sabbath. Every 

seventh day they would have to keep the Sabbath. Sorry to say, 

today there is a branch of Christians who still keep the Sabbath, 

they’re called the Seventh-Day Adventists. They went back 

because of their lack of truth to keep the Sabbath, like the good 

Jews would do. But of course we know that it is a formality that 

has been done away with, one of those ceremonial parts of the 

law that were done away with when Christ came, because He is 

the real Sabbath. He is our real rest according to the book of 

Hebrews. In the Old Testament, the children of Israel had to 

keep the Sabbath not only on a weekly basis, but also, every 

seventh year was a year of Sabbath when no one does anything. 

Even the land would take a break. You could not even plant on 

the land, because you would be making the land work, thus 

breaking the law that way. Everyone took a Sabbath. Of course it 

is a sign of us resting in the Lord, enjoying the Lord who has done 

everything for us, as opposed to us gaining things by our own 

labor. Keeping the Sabbath is one of the ten commandments. 

God re-created this earth in six days, culminating in the creation 
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of man. After He saw that it was very good, He took a day of rest, 

and that was the beginning of Sabbath. The important thing is 

God rested after He worked, but man was created to rest first 

before he worked. Isn’t that good news? That is one of the 

gospels that we should preach.  

Then, brothers, besides every seventh year being a Sabbath year, 

every seven Sabbath years – that means 49 years – the Israelites 

would be expecting the 50th year to come, and that 50th year is 

called the Jubilee. On the 49th year, they would start blowing the 

horn, they would start sounding the trumpet. Actually, the word 

Jubilee means a kind of shout, a kind of proclamation. It derives 

from a Hebrew word that means horn or trumpet, and some say 

a silver trumpet. Silver is a type of redemption. That horn was 

supposed to blow on the Day of Expiation on the 49th year. They 

blew that trumpet. They probably blew it for months, I don’t 

know, in ushering in or welcoming in the 50th year. And in that 

50th year, there would be the celebration of Jubilee. So Jubilee 

means 50th year, and at that time the horn would be blown and 

there would be a ringing announcement throughout the land to 

all its inhabitants to proclaim liberty! 

The Three Aspects of Jubilee 

Liberty is the key word in Jubilee. Liberty – freedom, freedom of 

all men, all the people. This freedom was in three aspects. Firstly, 

it meant freedom to be returned to their lost possession. All of 

the Israel people, by tribe, then by family, by household, were 

allotted pieces of land, plots of land in Canaan, to be their 

possession and inheritance. But some people were lazy or 

irresponsible, squandering what they had, and eventually had to 

sell their inheritance to someone else. But on the 50th year, they 

did not need to spend a dime or a dollar. When the trumpet 

sounded, they could go back and reclaim that lost possession for 

free. Now if you were that person, wouldn’t you be happy? That 

real estate probably even appreciated in value. My! Back to my 

land! I don’t have to pay debt. I don’t pay off some seller’s note. 
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I don’t need to pay the bank. This land is mine! I’m coming back 

to it and claiming it, because this is the year of Jubilee.  

Of course, brothers, this is a picture of God being man’s divine 

allotment, of the purpose for man to enjoy God Himself. The 

prodigal in Luke 15 went away and squandered the riches of the 

inheritance and ended up in deep poverty. Then while eating 

pig’s food, it was only then that he began to remember how rich 

his father was. That’s the picture. That has happened to every 

fallen sinner since Adam. We all lost God through Adam’s fall, 

every one of us. So when the gospel of Jubilee is preached, that 

means: Mankind, no problem, God is yours once again. 

Everything is done to restore you back to God. The silver trumpet 

is blown – Jesus has died, the blood is shed, all the price is paid. 

This is the acceptable year. The Father will receive you as you 

are. Come back, come home, He is ready. The Father is patient. 

He has been waiting for years. When he saw the prodigal son, he 

ran. I mean, if I were him I would just sit for a few more minutes. 

I’ve been waiting for years, what’s the difference of a few more 

minutes? But this father didn’t wait, he ran, fell on the neck of 

this prodigal, kissed him, put a robe on him, put a ring on his 

finger, put sandals on him, slaughtered the fatted calf, and said, 

“Rejoice with me. Let us be merry and be glad. For this is the son 

who was dead but now he lives, who once was lost but now he’s 

found.” It reminds me of the song Amazing Grace. Brothers and 

sisters, this is the day of salvation. This is the day of Jubilee.  

The second aspect of Jubilee is a release, a grand release, from 

slavery, because some of these Israelites not only sold their 

lands, but they got so bad they had to sell themselves into 

slavery. Once they were free men, but now they were bound, in 

bondage. They had to serve another master. But on the day of 

Jubilee, when the horn was blown, no matter how long you had 

served as a slave, you were free to walk out. “My chains fell off, 

my heart was free, I rose, went forth and followed Thee.” That’s 

from a song by Charles Wesley. That is Jubilee. Man, because of 
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the fall, became a slave to sin, to the world, to Satan himself. 

Here is a man under bondage. He is in captivity. He’s chained 

up, shackled, in a dungeon. But Jubilee came, and he became 

free – a free man, free from sin and Satan and the world. Isn’t 

that something, brothers and sisters? Christ has freed us.  

The third aspect of Jubilee is in these two words: Come home. 

Come on home. You lost your land. You lost your rights, your 

freedom. You even lost your family, your folks. You became a 

wanderer. You became a vagabond. You became a homeless 

person, roaming the earth with no rest and no satisfaction. When 

this trumpet is blown, you are to be returned to your own family. 

It’s going to be a great reunion back with your family. Isn’t this a 

cause for great joy? Brothers, those are the three things of 

Jubilee. The picture of this last aspect of returning to your 

kindred is a picture of returning to God’s household, that is, the 

church, God’s family. Today, there are Christians who may have 

some experience of freedom and some experience of the Lord, 

but they are still wandering homeless without the true church, 

without a church life. There are thousands like this, brothers and 

sisters. They are our brothers and sisters, and many of us were 

in that same situation before. Homeless. It’s a terrible feeling of 

loneliness, of being forlorn, without any sense of belonging. This 

is what the human heart is yearning for. They want God, they 

want the real freedom, and they want to be home. Brothers and 

sisters, this is the Jubilee. 

The Jubilee Coming in the New Testament 

as the Age of Grace 

In Luke 4, after the Lord was baptized, He was tested for forty 

days and forty nights in the wilderness. He had the Spirit in 

baptism, and it was the Spirit that led Him into the wilderness. 

The Spirit was upon Him and after that test, He came out as the 

qualified Christ, the anointed One, to minister. According to 

Luke 4, He started out in His sort-of-hometown, in Nazareth, in 



33 

 

the synagogue. He had been preaching a little bit already, but 

this was somewhat the official moment. He was sitting in the 

synagogue, then he stood up, took the Scripture – Isaiah 61 – 

and read it. That’s recorded in Luke chapter 4. I know we all 

know these verses but let me just read it again. “And the scroll of 

the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He unrolled the 

scroll and found the place where it was written, ‘The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to announce the 

gospel to the poor…’” (Luke 4:17-18). That is the first aspect of 

Jubilee: the poor, those who are impoverished spiritually, those 

who are without God and apart from Christ in this world (Eph. 

2:12). “‘He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives’” – 

that refers to those who are enslaved in sin – “‘And recovery of 

sight to the blind, to send away in release those who are 

oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, the year 

of jubilee.’ And when He rolled up the scroll and gave it back to 

the attendant, He sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue 

were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, Today this 

Scripture has been fulfilled in Your hearing. And all bore witness 

to Him and marveled at the words of grace proceeding out of His 

mouth” (Luke 4:18-22).  

Brothers, that began the age of grace, which age we are still in 

right now. Actually, Jubilee signifies the age of grace, this entire 

age of grace, but I would like to tell you, still only as a foretaste. 

The coming age of the kingdom, when the Lord will personally 

return to restore Israel, will be the real Jubilee to the Jews. But 

for us, the New Testament believers, the Jubilee has come. Today 

in our spirit we are enjoying this Jubilee. And our gospel to the 

world is to preach none other than the Jubilee. Do you not agree 

with me with the way the society is? Let’s talk about the United 

States. Isn’t this exactly what people need? Do you agree with 

me? My brothers and sisters, we have received this gospel truth 

in reality and in its fullness. I don’t think too many believers even 

know this. We have a responsibility.  
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The Commission to Preach the Jubilee as the Gospel 

Therefore, it does not stop here in Luke 4. It had to go on to the 

passage in chapter 26 of the book of Acts, where there is the 

account of the Lord’s commission to the apostle Paul, who was 

Saul at that time. He was on his way to Damascus when he was 

converted. After he was struck down to the ground, after the 

Lord told him who He was, the Lord immediately commissioned 

him, “Rise up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you 

for this purpose” (v. 16). God did not appear to Paul or Saul just 

to get him saved. He had a purpose in appearing to Him. “To 

appoint you as a minister and a witness both of the things in 

which you have seen Me and of the things in which I will appear 

to you” – that means witness what you just saw of Me, and I’m 

going to appear to you again and again, and you are going to 

preach or witness those things as well – “Delivering you from the 

people and from the Gentiles, to whom I send you” (v. 17). Now 

here’s the commission: “To open their eyes, to turn them from 

darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to God, that 

they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance” – that’s 

the possession – “among those who have been sanctified by faith 

in Me” (v. 18). “Those” here is simply God’s family, and the 

release is from the forgiveness of sins. That is the great gospel of 

the New Testament that was made known to Paul, to Saul.  

Dear brothers and sisters, this is our gospel today. Our gospel is 

not just to tell sinners that Jesus died, you believe in Him you 

will be saved, and the next thing is somewhat like you will go to 

heaven, you will have eternal, everlasting life. That is not the full 

gospel. In fact, that is not the accurate gospel. The gospel has to 

do with God becoming our enjoyment. The gospel has to do with 

us living a sin-free life, a Satan-free life. The gospel has to do with 

our rejoining God’s family to have the church, the church life. 

Not everyone can preach the gospel, even among the believers, 

but by His mercy, dear ones, we can. So tonight, I’m actually 

jumping ahead to my last message. This is actually the last 



35 

 

message. Forget about the order of the messages. I don’t care 

about the order. I just care about the Spirit. This is our gospel. 

This is the gospel for the Midwest. This is the gospel for Middle 

America. This is the gospel for the United States. Whether on the 

campus, in the communities, in the workplace, or in our 

neighborhoods, this is the gospel we have to preach. This is the 

trumpet we have to blow. And when I say a new season has come 

to the recovery, a new season is upon us, I expect to see this new 

season full of trumpet’s sound, full of the ram’s horn being blown 

to one another and to the world at large.  

2018 as the 49th Year, the Year to Blow the Trumpet 

Now let’s go back to history. The 49th year was when they blew 

the trumpet: the next year Jubilee will be here. Today is 2018. 

This morning, I said that 1969 was Jubilee at the peak in Elden 

Hall in Los Angeles. It was. I must tell you, it was. Count the 

years from 1969 to 2018, exactly 49 years. Now listen, I’m not 

superstitious. I’m not a prophet in that sense. I’m not here to 

interpret history. But to me, it is interesting, worthy of some 

reflection. Let’s say we’re in the 49th year. Brothers and sisters, 

I think this weekend is the Day of Expiation. This weekend, at 

least I’m taking the lead to begin to blow those trumpets, those 

horns. But I can’t blow by myself, I need all of you to blow. We 

have a couple of thousand saints regularly meeting. The total 

number here in this conference by tomorrow may be half of that 

or a little bit less than half. Our number is small. We experienced 

our own turmoil in the Midwest twelve years ago. It hurt. We lost 

a great number of people that you know. We’ve been reduced, 

we’ve been through the valley of the shadow of death in a way. 

But tonight I’d like to declare that Jubilee has come. I almost 

insist that Jubilee is coming.  

Brothers and sisters, it’s time for us to find God all over again as 

our holy and divine possession. God is ours in Christ as the 

Spirit. We would be those who live and walk in the Spirit, 

enjoying that automatic function of the law of the Spirit of life 
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that will free us from the law of sin and of death. We’re going to 

enjoy that. And we’re going to enjoy the church life, the brothers 

and sisters, God’s household, God’s family. This is our living. 

This is our life. This is our destiny. This is our purpose. This is 

our meaning. And how I long to see that there would not just be 

two thousand people enjoying this, but many more thousands. I 

believe there are many more thousands waiting for this news – 

not a religious preaching, not just going to heaven someday, but 

the very practical salvation that God has designed for man, His 

elect, to enjoy. We’ll tell the people that it’s free – Christ has paid 

the price. We’ll tell them, “Come back to God.” We’ll tell them, 

“Be released.” And we’ll tell them, “Come on home.” We’re not 

ashamed of this family. We love one another. Here all is at rest. 

Brothers and sisters, this is my message for you all in the 

Midwest. That’s the message of Jubilee.  

Next year, 2019, is the 50th year. Counting from 1969, it’s the 

50th year. The next year will be the real Jubilee. But we have to 

blow the trumpet now. When I close my eyes, I see thousands 

upon thousands of saints in the whole Midwest – young people, 

young kids off the campuses, our own second generation, people 

gained from our community, even your colleagues, your co-

workers, from your workplaces. I see many more churches all 

throughout the different states. How about this? Do you think I 

am crazy? Do you think I drank something or took something? 

No, brothers, I’ve been thinking about this, day and night, for 

years, for America. I took my time. I know you don’t stir these 

things up, because this is not a movement. This is hardly a 

campaign. I’m not for that. But I am praying for a genuine 

revival, a real restoration of all the saints in the recovery back to 

a Jubilee living and a Jubilee life. And we’re going to preach this.  

The Picture of a Resounding Great Noise in Ezra 

It’s 8:00 PM now. Maybe I’ll do something very different and 

stop. This morning, I spoke so much that I took away your time 

for testimonies. Tonight, I will stop early so that you can join in 
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to blow the trumpet. I’d like to see more saints, not just the older 

ones like the two brothers who testified this morning. I 

remember them very well from Elden – I was a kid and they were 

kind of going onto middle age. No, we were all 25. I enjoyed their 

testimony.  

Let me tell you a little bit about a picture in Ezra. The captivity 

came back from Babylon, but it was only a small remnant that 

returned. Don’t expect everybody to come this way of the 

recovery, only the remnant would come back, as in the days of 

old with Israel. They came back to rebuild the city, and the first 

thing they had to rebuild were the walls of the city for protection. 

They re-laid the foundation that had been burned down, broken, 

destroyed. Then they had to offer burnt offerings to Jehovah. 

And when that happened, there was a loud noise throughout the 

land from Jerusalem. It was a mixture of noises from old men, 

who were not saying “Hallelujah” but who were weeping for joy, 

because this city was lost because of captivity, because of their 

sin, but now God has favorably returned them to rebuild the 

house and the city. Because they had seen the first house, and 

now they saw that there was the possibility for the house to be 

rebuilt, so they cried. They wept with a lot of feeling, a lot of 

sentiments, a lot of emotions. That weeping was mixed with the 

response from some young ones who never saw the first 

building, who did not know what it looked like. But they were 

just happy that they were back. We’re going to rebuild the house 

of God. Let’s build it up. And they were filled with laughter. 

Hence, there was weeping, there was laughing, there were all 

kinds of things. It was a resounding great noise throughout the 

land.  

I think when Jubilee really hits, that’s what’s going to happen. 

The older ones – maybe I’ll be one of them, I’m a younger older 

one – may be weeping. I’d like to shed my tears that way. I don’t 

want to waste my tears on my problems. I want to waste my tears 

on joy! The recovery is going on. God is building His house. The 
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bride is being adorned. Materials are being gathered to build this 

house. The saints are released, living a free life, free from the 

world, from all the things, from sin.  

The Picture of a Jubilee Living in the Elden Days 

Wasn’t it in Leviticus that they were trained to live a rejoicing 

life? They made offerings to God, that is, they enjoyed Christ. 

Their hands were filled. They were keeping the feast all the time. 

Every church meeting is a feast. In those days in Elden, my – 

people were coming in! They were coming in on a daily basis. In 

those days, one meeting was all it took to wreck you. I’m not 

making it up. One meeting. Like in my case, it was one meeting. 

In that meeting, I had to make the decision – either I never come 

back or I join right now. You cannot create that atmosphere. You 

cannot make it up. There was something of the Spirit that was so 

strong and convicting. The Spirit worked strongly in those days. 

It was not man. We were just a motley crew, right, brothers? We 

were not mature, we were not all of this, but we were one with 

the Lord and we were living the Jubilee.  

One brother who was with also us at that time is Brother Dick 

Taylor. You know, I dedicated my summer training message on 

Jubilee to Dick Taylor. Because he sings so much, I said that I 

was going to sing it for him. Anyway, Brother Don told us that 

one time they were together in a car, in a little Volkswagen, and 

they were praising the Lord. Dick Taylor was sitting next to him 

and, at one point, Dick said, “Praise the Lord!” and he just 

smashed the window. Well, that was only one episode of many 

such episodes of not just Dick, but all of us. We were crazy. When 

I say crazy, I mean we were ecstatic. We were in ecstasy. We were 

often trance-like. We were “like those who dream.” It says in the 

Old Testament that whenever the captivity returned, they were 

like those who dream (Psalm 126:1). It was like they were in a 

dream. Is this real or not? We had to pinch ourselves literally 

every day. This church life – is it real or is it a dream? Then we 

realized, it’s real. This thing is real. We’re living it. My, we were 
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happy!  

A Call for Living a Life of Praise 

I told the working saints this afternoon that I see many saints 

having this perpetual low-grade depression. I look at their faces 

and I say, “You have low-grade depression.” I want a smile out of 

your face. I want happiness, but not just psychologically, you 

know, to tell a joke. No. I mean that the joy of Jehovah is our 

strength. In the New Testament, the top virtue is called joy. The 

fruit of the Holy Spirit is love, peace and joy. The kingdom of God 

is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace and joy in 

the Holy Spirit. And, brothers and sisters, Jubilee is about joy 

because that’s where the word jubilant comes from. However, 

lots of times I come to the Lord’s table, to the prophesying 

meeting, and I see anything but jubilance. People put on the 

church game face to look spiritual or to look serious or 

something. D. L. Moody, the great evangelist from Chicago, said 

that after people get saved, they turned serious, and some people 

got just a little bit too serious. Brothers and sisters, I know we’re 

in serious business. The Lord’s recovery is really serious 

business. Serious, but not somber, not sad, and not sorrowful. 

We should be happy people, joyful people, because we have the 

source of joy within us. We are the people with a reason to sing. 

We are the people with a reason to leap. We are the people with 

a reason to dance. We are the people with a reason to praise the 

Lord. Dear saints, I haven’t heard the kind of praise we had in 

those first twelve years for many moons, for many decades. I’m 

not talking about just saying “Praise the Lord,” I’m talking about 

living a life of praise. I mentioned this morning that I prepared 

six outlines on praise. I can’t wait to come back here and give 

that conference to turn, to overturn the present church life, to 

make it a church life of praise. How about that? Praise the Lord! 

I don’t know why I get all these messages. The Lord knows and 

the brothers know. They always assign me some kind of message 

which I happen to like.  
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This message during the Thanksgiving Conference in Kansas 

City was another message that was assigned to me. This was a 

message before the last one and it was on praise. Do you 

remember that? It was on praise. I remember that I went crazy 

in that meeting as well. They give me these crazy messages so I 

have to be crazy. There I specifically remember that I talked 

about Revelation 5, with all the angelic beings, the four living 

creatures and the twenty-four elders. Then chapter 7, with all of 

God’s redeemed throughout the ages that forms the church. And 

chapter 14, with all those early overcomers who were on the 

glassy sea, singing a new song. All of them – from angels to 

humans, from the redeemed to the overcomers – all they did was 

one thing: they were singing a new song and praising God, 

praising the Lamb. He is worthy! They were giving honor to Him, 

giving glory to Him, giving blessings to Him! You know J. N. 

Darby’s song: “The vault resounded with Amen!” Eventually you 

have to go to chapter 19 when the marriage of the Lamb has 

come. That was the chapter where “Hallelujah” got released. It 

was verse after verse of Hallelujah, then Hallelujah, then 

Hallelujah, and then Hallelujah! Hallelujah, because the 

marriage of the Lamb has come! Then look at the book of Psalms, 

starting with Psalm 2, turning from the law to Christ. You read 

that Psalm and you will just praise the Lord. Kiss the Son, don’t 

let Him be angry. Don’t go to the Son with a game face. You go 

and kiss Him with a happy countenance. Then you go on to 

Psalm 8 where you see the heavens, the works of His hands, and 

you just have to praise Him and give Him glory in creation. Then 

you go on to the other chapters, say chapter 45. Here, as I 

mentioned, when your heart is overflowing, there’s only one 

thing left to do: you have to keep writing with your tongue. That 

means to praise the Lord, to sing songs to Him. God actually 

doesn’t like you to pray that much to Him, always asking Him to 

do something. He wants you to stop praying and to praise Him. 

Say something good about Him. Ephesians says to bless the 

Father, bless the Son, bless the Spirit. To bless someone is to 
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speak well of that someone. Don’t just go to Him and say, “God, 

I need this. God, I need that.” God is tired of that. God wants you 

to say, “Lord, I praise You! You are good. You are loving. You are 

compassionate. You are kind. You are holy. You are sovereign.” 

Praise Him! Praise Him! He wants to hear that. He needs some 

enjoyment. And nothing gives Him enjoyment but praise from 

His sons and children, more than the angels. Psalm 68 says, 

“Arise.” That means the ark is rising up. It’s time to decamp. It’s 

time to take down your tent. God is moving to the good land. And 

that is a psalm of praise about the Lord riding in the desert, am 

I right? Oh, brothers and sisters, if you go and read the book 

How to Meet, you’ll find that the book would be more aptly 

named How to Praise. Most of the chapters of the second part of 

that book are all on praise. In fact, Psalm 48 and all these psalms 

are in that speaking. Then you keep going on in Psalms, and the 

more you go to the end of Psalms, the more praise there is. You 

go on until you hit Psalm 150, oh, let all those that have breath 

praise the Lord! Those last verses in Psalms are full of 

Hallelujah, full of praise, for no reason. You don’t need a good 

day to praise the Lord. You just need to praise the Lord. We don’t 

need reasons to praise the Lord. We praise Him because He is 

Lord. That’s good enough. He is God. That’s good enough.  

Praising to Enter into a Realm of Victory, 

Revival and Jubilee 

The church is supposed to take the lead as the firstfruits in this 

universe in praise to Him, in resurrection and in ascension. We 

enthrone Him with our praises. I tell you, if a local church is full 

of praise, that church is healthy and that church is strong. 

Tonight, as the brothers prayed, it came to me – this was also in 

the Kansas City message – that in Chronicles, Jehoshaphat had 

to fight the Moabites and the Ammonites, all those pagan people, 

and he said, “Don’t worry. Jehovah is with us.” They were ready. 

They were stationed. They were together ready to fight. But he 

did not tell them to fight, instead he said, “Now start singing. 
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Start praising. And Jehovah will come.” And so they started 

singing, they started praising, and as they did that, Jehovah 

ambushed those Moabites and Ammonites.  

Dear saints, the way to defeat the enemy is to praise the Lord. 

We’ve been praying, and it's good to pray, but I tell you there 

must be a time when prayer is over and praise begins. Prayer 

means we’re still in the fight. Praise means victory is ours. Praise 

means victory. Brothers and sisters, all the local churches in the 

Midwest are in victory. You have to declare it. Do you believe it? 

Don’t look at the outward situation. Look at the reality. Dear 

saints, blow the trumpet of Jubilee. Praise the Lord and proclaim 

the gospel to the people. That day is coming to Middle America.  

I’m so burdened for the United States, that the United States will 

enter in a renewed way that realm of revival, of restoration, of 

Jubilee that we once tasted to some degree but that I yearn for 

now a fuller taste. And there’s no reason why we should not have 

it. I know they label us as a cult. I know that today there are still 

things floating around the Internet unkind to us. But I tell you, 

those things will always be there. As long as the Lord Jesus was 

on the earth, He was considered Beelzebub. They called Him a 

man with a demon. They associated Him with the devil himself. 

It’s par for the course. Saints, don’t look at that. Don’t worry 

about that. We have much more important things to do. It’s 

called praising Him. It’s called singing to Him. It’s called 

speaking out His gospel to His elect, to His seekers, and there are 

plenty of them, all over the Midwest. Empty cities, open 

campuses, hungry hearts. Fanny Crosby, a great hymnist, wrote 

thousands of hymns, and one of the ones we sing the most is: 

“Rescue the perishing, care for dying.” Remember that? It talks 

about broken heartstrings that will vibrate once more. Brothers 

and sisters, it’s not just about the hundreds of us in this room. 

There are thousands and thousands of Midwesterners seeking 

the Lord. Actually, many of them love the Lord but they don’t 

know the truth. They don’t know where the real church is. And if 
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we don’t tell them, no one will, because we have been given these 

riches, even the truth of the full gospel of God. We have it, but 

it’s not just for us. Paul says, “To me… for you.” Paul was a 

conduit, a channel, a water hose. Paul never received anything 

from Christ for himself. Everything he received was for the 

saints, to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ to the people.  

Brothers and sisters, that is what’s on my heart. I would like to 

suggest we would not only pray for this revival to come. I think 

we have offered a lot of prayers. We should still pray. But pray in 

the spirit of blowing the trumpet. I feel we should start praising 

until Jubilee arrives. In the 49th year, the Israelites were not 

begging, they were not asking. It was coming! They just needed 

to announce it. They just needed to proclaim it. They just needed 

to affirm it with one another that it was going to happen. Let’s do 

that. So after I’m done, instead of praying together by twos, let’s 

do praising together by twos, and after that please come up. 

Many of you should come up to have that trumpet blast. Many of 

us have been bound for too long in our tongues. The Lord needs 

to loosen our tongue. We’re bound in our soul. The Lord needs 

to release our heart. We’re bound in our spirit. The Lord needs 

to release our spirit. This is where it starts. This is where Jubilee 

begins. So tonight, how about many come up? If you have 

nothing to say, at least you can come up and praise the Lord.  

In the Old Testament, the prophets actually did not pray. Do you 

remember how Ezekiel was in this valley of death, of bones? 

Ezekiel looked at those bones and he was just disappointed, 

discouraged, “Can these bones live?” What did the Lord tell him? 

He said, “Prophesy over these bones.” He didn’t say, “Pray.” He 

said, “Now I know what I’m going to do. You cooperate with Me 

by just speaking to the bones. Prophesy to the bones. Don’t pray 

to Me. I’m going to do what I will do, you go prophesy.” That 

means you say the truth, you speak the facts. Exercise your faith. 

Believe in Me. The word is faith. Speak the word in a believing 

way. I’d like to see the churches, the saints in this whole area, 
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have their courage in the Lord recovered. We will not have an 

underground existence anymore, regardless of what people say. 

We’re coming out. We’re out of our bunker. We’re going to walk 

around. We’re going to show our faces with no shame. What are 

we shameful about? What are we afraid of? Oh, this country 

needs this. The United States is ready. They are ready. They have 

been ready. Especially the millennials and the post-millennials, 

generation Z. Depression is everywhere. There are suicides every 

day. Anxiety disorder, loneliness, is all over the place. As I said, 

the mobile devices that are supposed to connect all of us have 

made us more isolated than ever before. Social media has 

become a place where the perverts roam, where all kinds of 

terrible, immoral, depraved things are purveyed. Look at the 

rancor in society, the deep divisions, the hatred, the 

impossibility of real oneness and peace among men. I would 

actually encourage you not to read the news so much because 

you are going to get a low-grade depression. Spend more time 

loving the Lord, praising the Lord, reading His Word, and you’ll 

be a happy people, and then we’ll make people happy. You know 

what people need today? They just need someone who is happy, 

I mean, really happy. You know what I mean? Let’s sing this 

Jubilee song and then we’ll start the speaking. Now, even in 

singing, we have a low-grade depressed way of singing, a kind of 

dragging, slow singing. This is not a ballad or a romantic song. 

This is a trumpet blast! So every note has to count. I would ask 

all of you to stand up and let’s sing. Even the piano player has to 

be filled in the spirit. Don’t play some old accompaniment, okay? 

Play with gusto, with gumption. 
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Message Three 

 

Christ, Our Inheritance 

We worship the Father because we have been brought back to 

Him and have Him recovered as our inheritance and our portion. 

This surely reminds me of Psalms 16:5, “Jehovah is the portion 

of my inheritance and of my cup.” The cup that we drank this 

morning was a sure sign that God has been regained by us. “You 

maintain my lot. The measuring lines have fallen on pleasant 

places for me; Indeed, the inheritance is beautiful to me.” Do you 

agree with me that God is beautiful and Christ is beautiful? 

That’s our inheritance.  

The Jubilee Has Come 

Let us learn this new song. This particular song is based on Luke 

4, and that is the Lord’s proclamation of the coming of the New 

Testament jubilee.  

Tune: Hymns 245, The Comforter has Come 

1.  The voice of grace is heard; 

  Its sound the spirit stirs! 

      The Scripture’s now fulfilled; 

  It speaks of God’s good will! 

      Christ Jesus has appeared! 

  His proclamation’s clear: 

 The Jubilee has come! 
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Chorus: 

The Jubilee has come! 

The Jubilee has come! 

The prophets were aware; 

The Lord this word declared! 

The year acceptable! 

His full salvation shows! 

The Jubilee has come! 

 

2. Upon the Son of Man 

  God’s Spirit did descend! 

 The Savior to anoint, 

  The Herald to appoint! 

 Bring gospel to the poor! 

  The broken hearts to cure! 

 The Jubilee has come! 

 

3. For captives, freedom claim! 

  Set liberty aflame! 

 Cause all the blind to see! 

  Their vision to receive! 

 Give all oppressed release! 

  From bondage set them free! 

 The Jubilee has come! 
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4. O speak this note of cheer! 

  Proclaim it far and near! 

 Where human sorrow’s found; 

  Where misery abounds! 

 The gospel now make plain! 

  Ring out the blessed refrain; 

 The Jubilee has come! 

There’s a lot of feeling in this song. Let’s imagine all of America 

is here, and let’s sing this song to America. Let’s sing it to the 

Midwest. The Midwest needs to hear this song, and to know that 

the Jubilee is here. We sing not just to ourselves, but to sinners, 

to seekers, and to saints. We can sing as proclaiming, as calling 

out, and as making known this great gospel, these good tidings 

of jubilee. 

The Lord’s Work in the United States 

The Jubilee has come! In some recent meetings of the co-

workers of North America, we were before the Lord concerning 

the Lord’s move in this continent and more particularly in 

America. After much fellowship as we reviewed the history, we 

came to a three-pronged focus regarding the Lord’s work in the 

United States. These three things we consider as strategically 

important for the coming years of the Lord’s move in the U.S. 

The first is that we need to focus on the gaining of the local 

population, what we would call the typical Americans. Our love 

is for all men, and our burden is for all peoples, from every tribe, 

every nation, and every tongue, that God would redeem them 

and call them to become a nation of priests. 

We are color blind and we are not ethnically specific; we just love 

men with the love of God. God so loved the world. However, 

because of the history we have in this country, the ratio among 

us in the churches generally is not balanced. In fact, it is a bit 
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lopsided when you look at the demographics of this country. In 

this country today, the number of non-Hispanic white, 

Caucasian people is in the low 60s percentage. African-American 

people make up about 13 percent. Hispanic people, the people of 

Latin origin, make up around 17 or 18 percent. If you add all 

these three peoples together, it comes to the low 90 percent. The 

rest include Asians, Indians, middle-Easterners, and so on and 

so forth. This is the present mix of the population.  

The Lord’s Testimony Being 

Comprised of the People in That Place 

Today in the church life in the Lord’s recovery, there is a kind of 

underrepresentation numerically speaking of the first three 

categories of people which adds up to over 90 percent. If you look 

at our church life today, they are not close to 90 percent. They 

would be probably a little bit more than half. We have not done 

an official census on this, but I think we are quite certain that 

this is accurate. Of course, depending on which region you’re 

from in the country or which church you’re in, those numbers 

would vary and the ratio would be different. But as I said to the 

co-workers, we are not racial; our concern is ratio. I want to 

make it very clear where we are on this. We are not more 

interested in a certain kind of people just because they are of a 

certain ethnicity, but for the Lord’s testimony and for the Lord’s 

expression. In a particular place or country, that testimony 

should be comprised of the people in that place. If we go to 

Russia, and after 50 years of labor there were only a few Russians 

in our midst, I would say that we have done something quite 

incomplete. Or if you go to China today and you raise up a church 

and you find only one or two Chinese, there’s something wrong. 

I would not call that a local testimony. I hope brothers and 

sisters, we are pure in our mind in this matter and right in our 

spirit.  

I hope that the Chinese-speaking saints would not be unhappy 
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with me. I am Chinese. I love my own countrymen, but I do not 

speak as a Chinese standing here. In the new man, there is no 

Chinese and no American. There is only Christ who is all and in 

all. We’re clear about that. However, we are in America, and I 

can give you some statistics on the United States. Today the 

population of the U.S. is 325 million, and across the country 77 

percent is Caucasian. In the United States, 13.3 percent of the 

population is African-American, 5.6 percent is Asian, including 

Chinese, Korean, Japanese, and people from the Far East, 2 

percent is multiracial, 1.2 percent is Native American, .2 percent 

is Pacific islander, and 17.6 percent is Hispanic.  

Now just to give you an idea, Alaska has a little less than one 

million people, and 66 percent is white. California has almost 40 

million people, and 72 percent is white and 15 percent is Asian. 

In the mid-Atlantic, Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, 

Pennsylvania, Virginia, Washington, D.C., and West Virginia, 

the Caucasian percentage is 67.7 percent. African-Americans 

make up 20 percent, and close to 5 percent is Asian. Now in the 

Midwest area including Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 

Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South 

Dakota, Ohio, and Wisconsin, the demographics are Caucasian 

Americans 84.2 percent, 7.4 percent African-American, and 2.2 

percent Asian. Mountain States, Colorado, Montana, and 

Wyoming have 87 percent white, 3.3 percent native American, 

1.7 percent African-American, and .4 percent Asian. New 

England, Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 

Rhode Island, and Vermont have 87.5 percent white, 4.7 percent 

African-American, and 3 percent Asian. Pacific Northwest, 

Idaho, Oregon, and Washington have 83.3 percent white, 4 

percent Asian, and 2 percent African-American. South Central, 

Oklahoma and Texas, have 57 percent non-Hispanic white and 

23 percent Hispanic. California is almost 40 percent Hispanic 

and 7.4 percent African-American. Southeast, Alabama, 

Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
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North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee have 71.1 percent 

white, 23.2 percent African-American, 1.8 percent Asian, and 7.2 

percent Hispanic. Finally, the Southwest, Arizona, Nevada, New 

Mexico and Utah is 79.4 percent white, 5.2 percent African-

American, 4.5 percent Native American, 3.9 percent Asian, and 

31.8 percent Hispanic. I think I have made my point clear. Across 

the board in the entire United States, still the super-majority is 

the conglomeration of the Caucasian-American, the African-

American, and the Hispanic-American.  

Our population membership in the local churches in the 

recovery should more or less reflect these demographics. I’m not 

asking for an absolute reflection. But today our percentage is 

quite short of this. So we are very burdened again for not having 

any kind of color eyeglasses on us when we look at these things, 

but for the Lord’s interests. Today in some local churches, when 

the non-Asians come, they say, “This is an Asian church.” And I 

don’t blame them. Do you blame them for saying that? Because 

that’s how they see things immediately, and you have to take 

account of that. They say, “Your truth is wonderful. I love it. But 

this is not my circle. This is not my people. This is not my 

society.” And you have to be understanding of that.  

I speak especially to our second-generation Asian brothers and 

sisters. My wife is second-generation Chinese, and my two 

daughters are third-generation Chinese. I have to be very careful 

when I talk to them about these things. They say, “Aren’t we 

American?” They may not mean me. I’m fresh off the boat. I 

literally came here on a boat. In my days, they were starting to 

have the 747s and people were coming here on airplanes, but I 

was one of the last to come here by a real boat. The name of that 

boat was President Cleveland. It was an American line. It was 

one of the major passenger ship companies. I was on President 

Cleveland that came from Hong Kong via Yokohama. The first 

port of call was Honolulu, and the ship ended up in San 

Francisco where I landed. That was in 1967. My daughters would 
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say, “Dad, you are fresh off the boat, you can say you are Chinese. 

But we’re Americans, we’re born here. Even though our skin 

color is yellow, we are full-fledged Americans.” And I agree with 

them. They are not second-class. I hope that you would not be 

stumbled with what I am saying. We love you and we care for 

you, even as we preach the gospel to see more other people come 

in.  

There are many East Indians in the Bay area. And we need to 

gain many Indians into the church life. We need to gain some 

Arabs. We need to gain Persians. We need to gain Russian-

speaking people. We need to gain all kinds of people into the 

church life.  

The Testimony of the One New Man 

The U.S. is the best place for the testimony of the one new man. 

This is a melting pot. I hope we understand. However, due to 

history, our number is quite disproportionate, and if we don’t do 

something, it’s going to take on its own life and continue in that 

way and that would not be good for the Lord’s testimony. This is 

the first thing for which we’re burdened. In our gospel work, in 

our work of outreach, we want to specifically ask the saints who 

yourselves are Caucasian, who yourselves are African-

Americans, who yourselves are Hispanic-Americans, that you be 

burdened for your own kind.  

Paul was like that. Paul was a Jew. He said he was so burdened 

for his own people. When he went out to preach the gospel, those 

were the people which he first reached, until they totally rejected 

him. Then he shook the dust off his feet and said, “We will go to 

the Gentiles.” But his heart as a Jew was for his own brethren. 

There’s nothing wrong with that. We need you brothers and 

sisters among us to rise up to be burdened for your own kind.  

Let us reject the thought once and for all that it is hard or 

impossible to gain the Caucasian Americans. Shall we reject that 

thought? Somehow that has been planted into us. It's stuck in 
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our subconsciousness so that we think to go and get some other 

people is easier, and that it’s harder to get your own kind. No, 

that is wrong. You must be burdened for your own kind. The 

Caucasians comprise 77 percent of this country. There are many 

seekers among them, many lovers of the Lord. Recently, the 

African-American brothers among us have had a burden to gain 

their own kind. Let me tell you, I was one of the first to jump on 

that wagon, because I’m so burdened to gain them. Across the 

country, 12 percent of the population is African-American. In the 

church life, our percentage of African-American brothers and 

sisters is less than one percent. It is about .5 percent in the Lord’s 

recovery, versus 10 to 12 percent in society. That is lopsided. So 

now I’m fully standing with these brothers. I’d like to even join 

in their work. I want to lend them a hand to do what I can to gain 

more and more African-American people for the Lord’s 

testimony and recovery.  

Of course, we also need to labor on the Hispanic saints. We have 

a Spanish-speaking work and Spanish-speaking meetings. I’m 

very burdened for these brothers who are laboring to gain more 

and more of the Spanish-speaking. There are many Mexicans, 

many El Salvadorans, many Peruvians, many Columbians, many 

Puerto Ricans, and many from Central American states, 

including Guatemala, Costa Rica, Venezuela, and other Spanish-

speaking countries. I think we all need to learn Spanish. In the 

United States, you cannot do with just one language; you need to 

learn several languages.  

So, brothers and sisters, I am not a bit racist in any way. We care 

only for the Lord’s interests. Here we are in the Midwest, and it’s 

85 percent Caucasian American. But let me come back to the 

African-American saints and burden. I hope you don’t mind. I’m 

not a very politically correct person. I just want to be right with 

the Lord. We were recently talking about the city of Detroit. 

Detroit is 80 percent African-American. It is experiencing a 

Renaissance. Billions of dollars have poured in. Now let’s say you 
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send me to Detroit to raise up the church life in that locality. I 

will tell you, my plan is very simple. In that church I will aim for 

out of every 10 saints, eight of them will be African-American. 

Do you understand what I am saying? It's not about race or color; 

it’s about testimony. If you have a church in Detroit that is the 

other way around, with only one or two African-American saints, 

the local folks will come and say, “I don’t belong here. I love it, 

you are dear brothers and sisters, the truth is wonderful, but this 

is not our kind of place.” Do you see what I am saying? The 

church life is integrated with our community and with our 

family. This is how the church life should be.  

Twelve Gates into the New Jerusalem 

I don’t want misunderstanding. Please be very sober about this. 

There is much consideration and fellowship about this. The 

senior co-workers all agree with this. But that does not mean that 

we stop taking care of the Koreans or stop taking care of the 

Chinese. Brothers and sisters, we need to have gates. The New 

Jerusalem is a four-square city with 12 gates. There’s not only 

one gate. Now, in the city there’s only one throne, no doubt, and 

there’s only one street, and there’s only one river, and there’s 

only one tree. That’s after you get in. But there’s not one gate, 

because if there were only one gate, it would be really hard to get 

in. Sovereignly, there are 12 gates. That means the city faces all 

the entire earth in four directions, and each direction has three 

gates. That means, choose your gate. You know, one gate is 

brown, one gate is white, one gate is yellow, one gate is black, 

one gate is whatever color. Choose your gate. But after you come 

in, we’re all on the same street, we’re all going to the same 

throne, we’re all going to drink the same river, and we’re all going 

to eat the same tree. By the time we reach the throne, we all will 

look alike. We all will look like Christ. That’s the New Jerusalem. 

Don’t be afraid of more gates. I feel that in the Lord’s recovery 

we need to open more gates. We have campus gates, we have 

community gates, we have young people gates, we have all kinds 
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of gates, the more the better. Come on in. Wash your robes and 

enter into the gates to eat the tree of life. This is the burden. I 

hope by now you are getting more clear.  

The Lord’s Work on the College Campuses 

The second thing in our strategy is that we affirm once more that 

we will invest heavily in the work on the college campuses. Now 

from the very beginning of the Lord’s recovery in this country, 

indeed even in the Far East, we have done this strategically. 

Why? Because young people are more open, more flexible, more 

unencumbered, and more free. They are looking for the meaning 

of life and they’re trying to find destiny. All of this makes them 

more open and ready to receive the high gospel. And because 

they are young, they have many years in front of them for them 

to be molded by the Lord, for them to be transformed, for them 

to grow in life, and for them to be trained and perfected to be 

useful in the Master’s hands. Now that doesn’t mean we don’t 

gain older people, that doesn’t mean we don’t gain people in the 

workplace, or people in our neighborhood. No. Don’t take me 

wrong. We have to spread this gospel far and wide, everywhere, 

in every level of society. We need to preach the gospel 

everywhere. But we affirm that we are going to intensify our 

work on the campuses.  

Right now, the presence of the Lord’s recovery is only in 20 

percent of all the major universities in the United States that 

have a student body of over 20,000. We’re not even in 80 percent 

of these institutions. We should be in all of them. We need to 

gain more young people, send them to the full-time training to 

be trained, and then raise them up as full-timers. We need more 

full-timers across the United States to labor on the campuses to 

gain more and more of these young people of all colors, sizes, and 

shapes. On the campuses, young people are more inclusive, more 

diverse, and less prejudiced as a rule compared to older people. 

This is a good place to gain them. And this is one thing that we 

are affirming.  
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I would like to tell you that ten years ago in the U.S. and Canada 

we had 470 full-timers. Today that number has dropped to 320. 

In ten years we lost 150 full-timers. Today we should have 1,000 

full-timers all across this country, on the campuses, preaching 

the gospel, and shepherding new ones. But no, we dropped to 

320. And that is a shame. So now we need to rebuild. I look to 

the day very soon when we will have at least 1,000 full-timers all 

across America. And some would be our own children.  

A Nazarite Vow for Our Children 

Parents, you love the Lord, and you love your children. You 

consecrate them to Him. You don’t hold back. Young parents, 

your kids are so small right now. But very quickly they will go to 

college, and in no time they will finish college. I can tell you from 

experience that this time passes too fast. Pray the prayer of 

Hannah. Hannah’s prayer is actually in two parts. The first part 

of her prayer was when she was barren, and she couldn’t have 

children. She went to the tabernacle to pray, and Eli the priest 

saw her mumbling and moving her mouth and thought she was 

drunk. But she said, I am not drunk, I am just miserable. I am in 

anguish because I have no child and am looked down at by my 

husband. She prayed with a sort of bitterness and more or less 

said, Jehovah give me a child or I die. It’s life and death. She 

pleaded with Jehovah. Asking is the first part of Hannah’s 

prayer, but there’s a second part. The second part is, if You give 

me a child, I will lend him to You. That is a Nazarite vow that a 

mother is making for her child. The child was not yet in 

existence, it was not even conceived. She prayed the second 

prayer, and that prayer is a vow.  

Dear sisters, brothers, and parents pray that prayer, not just to 

ask for a blessing, for a gift from God. All children are gifts from 

God. But that’s only the first half. It would please God to hear the 

second half, and that is, “God, if you give me a child, this child 

will be yours to serve you as a Nazarite.” There’s nothing greater 

than to have our children serve Jehovah. “As for me and my 
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house, we will serve Jehovah.” That was Joshua’s word that will 

only bring about blessing.  

The Lord’s Work in America’s Heartland 

The third point in our strategy is that we feel we need to focus 

our work in what we call the heartland of America. There are 

many definitions of “heartland,” but let me give you my 

definition. It is somewhere from the Rockies to the 

Appalachians, from the Canadian border to the Mexican border. 

We have two coasts, and today as far as the distribution of the 

saints and the churches in the recovery, we are heavy on both 

coasts. It’s because of history. It’s not right or wrong; it is just a 

fact. We’re heavy on both coasts. But in this middle part of 

America, relatively speaking, we don’t have as many saints and 

we don’t have as many churches. This area of the heartland 

includes the Great Lakes, the Midwest, the plains, the Rockies, 

South Central which is Texas and Oklahoma, and then the entire 

deep South, the South in general, and the Southeast all the way 

to Florida. I include the Carolinas and I include Virginia in the 

whole area that relatively speaking is underrepresented as far as 

the Lord’s recovery is concerned. A big part of this is called the 

Bible Belt.  

When Brother Witness Lee was alive, he was most burdened, 

starting from the 1980s onward, for this part of the United 

States. This part of country is filled with a lot of these original 

migrants from Europe, full of African-Americans and full of the 

Hispanic-Americans. So while we thank the Lord for what He is 

doing and for what He did on the coasts, we agree also that we 

need to put much energy and spiritual assets into this part of the 

U.S. to gain the majority of these people.  

Brothers and sisters, now you have something to pray for. I hope 

that you would not just talk about this, but that you will pray. In 

this heartland part of the country, there is also a higher 

percentage of Christians versus the coasts. The middle part of 
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America still has a high percentage of Christians. In the Midwest 

here, 75 percent are Christian. In South Central, 77 percent are 

Christian, and in the Southeast, 75 percent are Christian. So that 

means there are the seeking ones, lovers of the Lord here as well. 

Brother and sisters, I would ask all of you to not just go and talk 

about this, but to really go to the Lord and pray for this. I share 

this with purity to you. I hope you would receive it with purity 

and pray for this. In all parts of the country, we are speaking the 

same thing.  

I tell you, in the United States, the saints, the churches, and the 

co-workers have never been so one like today. This is a fact. That 

doesn’t mean we’re entirely perfected in that oneness, but the 

Lord has done a lot. Many situations give rise to a kind of 

regionalism, that kind of practice to separate or divide up the 

country, and we have less and less of that. By practicality, we still 

need to move and work by districts in this country, but in spirit, 

in move, in direction, and in the trumpet sound, we are one. The 

whole country as an army in the Lord’s recovery will move 

together, and that’s part of the trumpet blast. Saints, we need 

every one of you in this. All of you must be involved with this and 

engaged with this, not just some co-workers.  

Recovering the New Testament 

Priesthood of the Gospel 

In the mid-1980s, a very strategic thing that Brother Lee did was 

to go back to Taiwan for five years to study the way to go on in 

the Lord’s recovery, for the saints to live and to serve in a proper 

way. Through the scriptures, our brother came back with what 

he called the God-ordained way. The God-ordained way could 

also be called the scripture-revealed way. That means this is the 

way presented in the scriptures, and we are coming back to the 

scriptures to practice the church life. The central thing in that 

God-ordained way is actually the recovery of a New Testament 

priesthood of the gospel. That means that every saint, as a priest 
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in a priesthood collectively would serve in the area of the gospel. 

Now the basis of this is Romans 15:16, which says, “That I might 

be” (this is Paul) “a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, a 

laboring priest of the gospel of God, in order that the offering of 

the Gentiles might be acceptable, having been sanctified in the 

Holy Spirit.”  

What we see here is Paul telling us that he was an appointed 

minister of Christ to the Gentiles, to the nations, and specifically 

that he was a laboring priest, a priest of the gospel of God. What 

did that priest do? He says, “In order that the offering of the 

Gentiles might be acceptable, having been sanctified in the Holy 

Spirit.” So Paul was seeing himself in the picture of an Old 

Testament priest. The job of these Old Testament priests was not 

only to maintain the tabernacle, the house, or the temple, but 

also to prepare the bulls and goats and all manner of offerings to 

be sacrificed on that burnt offering altar as God’s food for God’s 

satisfaction and enjoyment. That is our worship to God. Paul had 

that picture squarely in front of him when he said this. He said, 

I am a priest, a New Testament priest, not an Old Testament one. 

I don’t offer bulls and goats. That age is over. I offer men, I offer 

Gentiles, I offer people as those bulls and goats, to God.  

His job is to offer sinners to God. But these are not just sinners; 

these sinners, in order to be acceptable to God and to be accepted 

by God, have to be sanctified, and have to be holy. They cannot 

be dirty. Just like all those bulls and goats, they have to be 

washed and they have to go through a process. By the time they 

are offered to God, they are holy, set apart, sanctified animals. 

They are plucked off from the field and from other places. It’s the 

same with people. In the field with all the dirty animals, the 

chosen ones are elected by God, and these are the ones who 

would receive the gospel. They would receive the word of the 

truth. They would repent. They would turn to God. These ones 

would be in the process of their salvation being sanctified, not 

only by the blood of Jesus but also by the Holy Spirit. Paul said 
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in First Corinthians, such were some of you, but you are now 

sanctified, you are cleansed, not only by the blood but in the Holy 

Spirit.  

Every Saint is a Priest 

The simple point of the scripture-revealed way is that for all of 

us believers to live and serve in the church today, everyone is a 

priest. You are a priest and I am a priest. It’s not just the elders, 

it’s not just some evangelists, it’s not some gifted people. Every 

saint is a priest. But we are a specific kind of priest. We are 

priests that offer people to God for His satisfaction. Peter said 

almost the same thing. He said that we come to the Lord, the 

living stone, as many living stones. We are being built up into a 

spiritual house to offer spiritual sacrifices to God. This is 1 Peter 

2. Those spiritual sacrifices include many things, including our 

finances and including our praise. But one very important thing 

we offer to God as a spiritual sacrifice are sinners, are believers. 

Actually, not just sinners, but believers. Paul also said in 

Colossians that he would teach every man, he would admonish 

every man, and he would exhort every man, that he may one day 

offer every man full-grown in Christ (1:28). This is not just about 

getting someone saved, and that’s it. This is about feeding that 

person and nourishing that person. This is about helping that 

one grow in life, teaching them the truth, and perfecting them in 

their function so that they would become a living, functioning 

member in the Body of Christ to build up the church of God. That 

is the full presentation. We don’t just save people. We shepherd 

people to bring them into a full-grown state. I can testify to you 

in a small way, and I think many of us can testify about this, that 

when we do this in the church life, our church life is full of 

meaning. You can be in the church life and come to meetings  and 

that’s very wonderful. But if we’re not shepherding people, we’re 

still not that priest, and we will find that our church life is not 

entirely purposeful. Even our Christian existence would not be 

entirely meaningful until our hands are full of men and our 
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hearts are full of people.   

A Fish on One Arm and a Lamb on the Other 

When I first started serving, I told the Chinese saints that 

according to John 21 where Peter was fishing and didn’t find any 

fish, the Lord said cast your net here, and he found lots of fish. 

Peter went on to the beach, and the Lord had already prepared 

breakfast for him. Then He asked the question, “Do you love 

me?” Then the Lord said, “Feed and shepherd my sheep.” I told 

the saints that a normal believer should have a fish on one arm 

and a lamb on the other. If I come and check to see whether you 

are a good, up-to-standard believer, that’s what I will check. You 

say, “No, I love the Lord and I enjoy the Lord. Isn’t that good 

enough?” No. Your loving the Lord and enjoying the Lord is for 

a reason, for a purpose. It’s to me, for you. Paul says it’s to me, 

it’s for you (Eph. 3:2). If we are here just to take and receive and 

enjoy, and we’re not a channel for these riches and life to go out 

from us to benefit others, then somewhat those riches are 

wasted. Brothers, you say you love the Lord and you enjoy the 

Lord. Show me your fish and show me the little lamb. What 

sinner are you saving and what little lambs or believers are you 

shepherding? This is the New Testament priesthood of the 

gospel.  

Four Steps in the Priestly Service 

To refresh our memory, there are four steps in this process of 

offering, of priestly service. 1) To beget sinners, to save and beget 

sinners to make them sons of God. That means we need to preach 

the gospel, share the Word, and witness Christ and bring people 

to salvation. This may include even restoring those who are 

barely saved or nominal Christians. They say that they are saved, 

but they are never regenerated. There are many like this, even 

seeking believers that come to us. In the same principle, we bring 

them further on in God’s organic salvation. 2) To shepherd the 

young ones, to feed and nourish the young ones, one-on-one, 
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mouth-to-mouth feeding, by appointments, by invitation to your 

home, by meals, by times at Starbucks, to spend time together. 

There is no other way but for each one of us to spend time with 

the ones for whom we are burdened. 3) To teach them the truth, 

to perfect them with the Word of God, to bring them even into 

function and service. We can especially do this in the home 

meetings, in the group meetings that we have in the church life. 

4) To help these ones begin to speak themselves, to prophesy for 

the Lord, to speak for Christ, and to preach the gospel 

themselves, and so the cycle goes on and on and on.  

Serving in the God-ordained Way 

Brothers, when we talk about the burden for this country, and 

when we talk about Jubilee, it actually involves a lot of labor in 

this God-ordained way. Here are three things for us to serve in 

this way. 1) We all need to live the life of a priest. That means 

that every day we need to contact the Lord, every day we need to 

be revived, every day we need to be filled with Christ, every day 

we need to be in fellowship with Him, and every day we need to 

be living in, abiding in His presence. That is the definition of a 

priestly living. 2) We need to be built up together. There’s no 

maverick priest, there’s no renegade priest, there’s only a 

priesthood. That means we need to be built up with one another. 

We need to have some companions to serve together in this way. 

We need to be in a group, we need to be in a district, and we need 

to be in a home with some saints, because none of us can go it 

alone and none of us can last alone. 3) Dear ones, we need to be 

lovers of men. We need our hearts broadened. We need to put 

people in our bosom and we need to love people like the loving 

Father with a forgiving heart, like the shepherding Savior, like 

the seeking Spirit. These are things that we all need to do. 

Brothers and sisters, I hope that you would all rise up and be 

burdened in this way so that the Lord’s purpose can be fulfilled. 

The priesthood is for God’s building. The focus of our service is 

to save sinners and offer them to God, and the goal of our service 
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is the building up of the Body of Christ. This is the ultimate goal. 

I’m not here just to stir all of us up to run out of here on some 

kind of campaign or movement. There’s a much more serious 

burden than that. We’re here for the long run. I look to the Lord 

in the next ten years, the next 20 years, for the rising up of this 

priesthood in the Midwest in all the churches doing the same 

thing, so that the Lord would bring about a solid and steady 

growth and increase in numbers and even in the churches. 

Would you like to see that? If we grow 15 percent per year, in ten 

years every church would double. What is necessary here is our 

faithful labor. If your church has 100 people, in one year you 

would have 115. It’s not that hard. Dear saints, it’s not that hard. 

Really, we can do it. May the Lord bless us.  
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Message Four 

 

A Call to Blow the Trumpet to Announce the Jubilee 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! The Jubilee has come to the 

United States! The Jubilee has come to Middle America! The 

Jubilee has come to the Midwest! Hallelujah! Amen. It’s time. 

Let this be just the beginning of the blowing of the trumpet. I 

would like to encourage all of us for the rest of this year, of this 

49th year. Let us start to welcome the 50th year, 2019, starting 

now. We have four months: September, October, November, and 

December. We are going to blow this horn. We are going to blow 

this with one another. And, I would like to strongly say, let’s blow 

it at every Tuesday night prayer meeting. Every prayer meeting 

will be a trumpet meeting for the rest of 2018. I do not care if 

there are only two or three. According to Matthew 18, where 

there are two or three, when they agree in symphonic harmony 

on this earth, whatever they bind on the earth will have been 

bound in the heavens, whatever they release on the earth – 

whatever we release – will have been released in the heavens. We 

are going to release the Jubilee. Amen? We are going to release 

the Midwesterners, the typical Midwesterners, from captivity, 

from poverty, and from homelessness. Amen? We are going to 

prophesy. We are going to declare it.  

Blowing the Trumpet at the Prayer Meeting 

Please do not come on Tuesday night to mope around and to kind 

of beg. We need to pray but let us infuse our prayer with an 

element of prophecy and praise. All right? Pray with declaration. 

I am talking about a special kind of prayer called declarative 

prayer. There are many kinds of prayer: petition, supplication, 

intercession, all manners of prayer. We still need to intercede, 
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we still need to petition, and we need to supplicate, but let us do 

it in the spirit of declaration. Jehovah said, “Concerning the work 

of My hands, command Me” (Isa. 45:11b). He did not say, “Beg 

Me.” He did not say that. He said, “Tell Me what to do because 

that’s what I want to do already. Don’t beg Me to do it. Just agree 

with Me and tell Me to do it. Encourage Me to do it.” That is the 

commanding prayer. You know, that has to do with Jerusalem, 

with setting watchmen on the walls of Jerusalem, giving Him no 

rest and taking no rest.  

I feel that we even need to flip our prayer meeting on its head. 

Shall we? Shall we rebel against the old kind of prayer meeting? 

It’s kind of half dead, with many of us just watching the clock. 

Let us even come to the prayer meeting early. Let me tell you 

something about Elden. In Elden, at least for some period of 

time, at the height of that revival, the prayer meeting attendance 

was almost the same as Lord’s Day morning’s attendance. That 

is a fact. You could not imagine that today. I think that, today, if 

you have a hundred on Lord’s Day, at the prayer meeting you will 

have maybe twenty, or fifteen. And we would call that a pretty 

good day. Brothers, we need to flip this around.  

Blowing the Trumpet by Praising the Lord 

The first church, the church in Jerusalem, continued steadfastly 

in four things in two pairs. On the apostolic side, they continued 

in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship. On the church side, they 

continued in two things: in the breaking of bread – that is, the 

remembrance of the Lord – and in prayers. If there would be two 

things that characterize a healthy, strong and robust church life, 

those are the bread-breaking and the prayers. Those two things 

will tell me how healthy that church is. I’m sorry to say that, 

today, those meetings are not that strong, not that impactful. I 

have said that the Lord’s table is a sing-along. We need to recover 

the Lord’s table as a time to just remember the Lord and to 

praise. There’s a lot in my heart to talk about that.  
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I told you that I have six messages prepared on praise. Do you 

want to have a conference on praising? This is not a light matter. 

Do not think that this is just about saying, “Praise the Lord!” No. 

This is a serious matter. Praise has to do with God’s economy. 

The dealing with His enemy, the glorifying of Himself, even the 

coming kingdom – all these have everything to do with praise. 

Watchman Nee said that praise is work. Have you heard of that? 

You think that prayer is labor, right? Let me tell you: praise is 

work. We better learn to work by praising the Lord. In the Old 

Testament, at the latest by David’s time, David installed certain 

priests as nothing but singers. There was a whole division of 

them, a whole division of priests who did nothing but sing. David 

himself was a singer, a composer, an instrument player. He was 

a musician himself – a very accomplished one. He set up singers 

just to sing, and he himself danced, did he not? David danced in 

front of the ark, meaning, in the presence of God. His wife, 

looking from her window, got embarrassed and said, “What kind 

of king are you to dance in front of your citizens?” At that very 

moment, her womb was closed.  

Dear brothers and sisters let me tell you, to sing praise to God is 

a very, very great thing. We need to recover a church life of 

praise: praise at the Lord’s table and even praise at the prayer 

time. I think this will turn our church life around. It will greatly 

strengthen our church life from a defensive, tentative, passive 

mode to something that is powerful, on the offense, full of impact 

toward God, toward man, and especially toward the devil 

himself.  

Brothers, it’s time. Go forth for these four months and blow that 

horn. How about that? Every Tuesday night, send the email or 

text to all the saints, “Come, blow the horn. Bring your trumpet 

with you. We are going to blow the trumpet tonight. We are going 

to blow our way into 2019.” Amen? Get all the students to come 

and blow. The college saints are ready to blow. They have more 

air in their lungs. Working saints, your job is to blow the 
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trumpet. I know you have to work in the day, but your real job is 

to blow the trumpet. That is your real employment. We do not 

pay you for that, but that is the more important work. Older 

saints, come and blow. Come and blow that horn. I feel that this 

is the way we push back the enemy – by praising the Lord. I am 

not making light of this thing, I really mean that. Leading 

brothers, go back and consider this matter. We would still pray, 

we would still petition, but with an offensive spirit, with a 

positive spirit, with an aggressive spirit.  

The Need to Fight to Enjoy Christ the Land 

I gave a word a few months ago to the leading brothers here in 

Chicago. I spent the whole time on the matter of the recovery of 

courage among us. Talk about bunkers – we lost our faith in the 

Lord. We lost our confidence in the recovery. We lost our 

fierceness in the face of Satan. We lost these things. So I spoke 

firstly about Moses in the last two chapters of Deuteronomy and 

then Joshua in the first chapter of Joshua.  

The last two chapters of Deuteronomy were a re-speaking by 

Moses, a rehearsing of what had happened from the time that 

Jehovah led them out of Egypt and led them all the way to the 

border of Canaan. He rehearsed with them all the wonderful 

things, all the mighty things that Jehovah did on their behalf to 

lead them out. And that was the time when Moses was going to 

pass. He was going to die – he knew it – so he gave them the 

blessing, he gave them the rehearsing. That is somewhat like how 

we are rehearsing some history here.  

Both of those chapters say that Jehovah told Moses to tell His 

word to the people. Firstly, He told Moses, then He told Moses 

to tell the people, “Be of good courage. Go, Jehovah is with you. 

Go and take the land that I have given to you.” That is all that 

Jehovah said. The land, which is a type of Christ, has been given. 

That is the allotment. That is the divine possession. God has 

promised it to us. The land is sitting right there. But it is not 
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yours until you go and set your foot on it. For that, you need to 

go and fight, displace these pagan tribes, these Canaanites and 

all these people, then the land will be practically yours. To take 

Christ the land, to gain Christ the land is not a matter of being 

tentative, of being nice. No, you will not gain Christ that way. The 

way to gain Christ is to be strong. You have to be very 

courageous. Take the land. Because everything of the power of 

darkness is to resist you from gaining Christ. So to enjoy Christ 

is a fight. Do not think that you drift into enjoyment. There is no 

such thing. You fight, you exercise, then you enjoy the Lord. The 

enjoyment of God belongs to fighters. 

The Need for Our Faith to Be Restored 

After Moses departed, Joshua came in. Joshua was Moses’ 

attendant for years. He was one of the twelve spies. He and Caleb 

were among the twelve who came back with reports from spying 

out the land of Canaan. They all saw the Nephilim, people from 

another age, these giants. “We’re like grasshoppers,” they said. 

They all saw these giants. And ten of the twelve spies, all they 

saw were giants: “They’re going to eat us up. We’re like 

grasshoppers.” The two other spies – Joshua and Caleb – saw 

the same giants, but do you know what they said? They said, 

“We’re going to eat them up. They’re food for us. Look at the 

grapes. They’re huge. Look at the produce. Jehovah has given 

this to us. Let’s go right now.” But Israel sided with the ten 

unbelieving spies. Because of that, they were cursed to stay in the 

wilderness for another forty years.  

The problem is unbelief. There is nothing that dishonors God 

like not believing in Him. Brothers, let us eradicate unbelief from 

among us. It is not honorable. The word has been spoken. Christ 

has been given to us. The Midwest has been given to us. Let us 

believe the Lord. We need our faith restored. From unbelief, let 

us turn to faith. It says in 2 Corinthians, “We believe, therefore 

we speak” (4:13). That is the declarative part. Do not just come 

to the meeting and say, “Well, it’s going to happen anyway.” No. 
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Come to the meeting and start declaring the Word of God with 

faith. “We also believe, therefore we also speak” (2 Cor. 4:13). 

Speaking positively is a sign of active faith, not just faith in word 

but faith in action, in reality. 

The Need for Our Boldness to Be Recovered 

We need not only our faith restored, we also need our confidence 

restored. I know the devil did a bad one over here in the Midwest 

ten to twelve years ago, which caused us to even lose confidence 

in the ministry, in the recovery, in the leadership. That was bad. 

But that was twelve years ago. We cannot stay there. Let us get 

out of that. Let us declare our confidence in the Lord’s leading 

among us today, our confidence in this ministry, our confidence 

in the Lord’s recovery. Let us also recover our boldness, our 

courage. This is towards the outside, externally. Let us hide no 

more. Let us stay in the bunker no more. Let us come out. Let us 

go and tell people about the gospel. Let us not be ashamed. We 

need the boldness recovered.  

You know, the Lord’s recovery once upon a time was full of 

boldness. We were like a hot knife on butter. Our prevalence on 

the campuses was what stirred up a lot of religious jealousy. At 

the root of a lot of the opposition was not the truth. That was sort 

of an excuse. The real cause was market share. Do you follow me? 

We were cutting into somebody’s market share, especially on the 

campuses. So the books came out, one after another. The 

moment we contacted someone on campus, the next day this 

person got a book called The Mindbenders and, later on, The 

God-Men. That was how they pushed us and blockaded us, and 

eventually pushed us underground. That’s what happened. Dear 

ones, I would like to declare, I really want to declare, those days 

are over. We are no underground church. We are not an 

underground recovery. This country afforded us the first 

amendment right of free speech. You cannot go around and 

slander people. You would be breaking the law. We are not here 

instigating riots. I do not think I’m doing that. That is not good. 
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I am here to stir up the spirit. We are not here to burn police cars. 

We are not here to throw rocks into windows and stores. We are 

not here to hurt anybody. We are here to restore them to God. 

We are here to release them from sin. We are bringing them back 

to God’s household. If you call that a riot, then I love that kind of 

a riot.  

A Word on Immorality 

Dear brothers and sisters, there is no reason for us to be afraid. 

These days are filled with all this liberal onslaught, assaults. 

Liberal, immoral philosophies are being made normal. My home 

state of California has a very liberal legislature, and it is actually 

legislating things. I do not know about Illinois, but in California 

the textbooks they read in public school must talk about two 

dads and two moms as part of the education they receive. And 

my spirit is provoked. I tell myself, “One day, man, you cannot 

be silent.” I am not going to throw rocks or do those kinds of 

things, but I have my right. I am going to speak, but not just my 

opinion. I have only one thing to speak as a minister, and that is 

the Word of God.  

I gave at least two messages – and I gave many other messages 

– in the full-time training two years ago as a rather complete 

study of the entire scriptures from Genesis to Revelation on the 

subject matter of homosexuality. It is in print, not in book form, 

but it’s in print. It’s a Bible study. In other words, it is not a man’s 

opinion but the Word of God, starting from Genesis, specifically 

Genesis 6 where all this began, not with men, but with angels 

who crossed the line of God’s ordination to fornicate with man, 

as a result they produced this strange species. I mentioned the 

Nephilim. That was the beginning of all this. To break God’s 

ordination in His law of creation – Paul talked a lot about this in 

Romans 1. If you want to study this matter, you must read 

Romans 1. Men who went against the law, lusting over their own 

gender, etc. Paul did not mince words. And that’s the Bible. That 

is not some conservative Bible-thumping person talking here. All 
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the way to Peter and Jude, there is mention of this, harking back 

always to Sodom and Gomorrah. And when Sodom and 

Gomorrah are mentioned, angels are always referenced. You 

have to go back to Genesis 6 to find out how the fallen angels are 

a part of this.  

Let me tell you, brothers and sisters, this is not just some liberal 

philosophy here. Let me tell you that it is the power of darkness. 

It is Satan himself. There is an agenda to destroy man, so that 

they will not be good for God. I know some of this speaking 

would sound very offensive, very intolerant. If I go out there and 

speak this, I will be considered a bigot in no time. They would 

say that I am full of hate, that I have no love in me. Brothers and 

sisters, the truth is that God is love. But God is enthroned on His 

righteousness. You take away God’s righteousness and there will 

not be a throne anymore. God is not God anymore. Not only that, 

but again and again, in the Old and New Testament, the Bible 

repeats that God is holy. Be holy as God is holy. Holy means 

uncommon, set apart, nothing like it. Only God is that way. I am 

not here to argue with anyone, brothers and sisters. I am not here 

to debate with anyone. You believe what you want to believe, but 

I have an obligation, I have a duty, I have a commission to speak 

the Word of God. That is all I can do. For that, you need a certain 

courage. But that courage does not come from you. That courage 

– the courage I have – is based only on one thing, and that is His 

Word. The Word gives me the boldness. Without that, do you 

think Martin Luther would go and nail those 95 theses? It’s the 

word. Now I digressed. Sorry, I digressed because this thing, as 

you can see, kind of stirs me up.  

Standing Up and Taking Courage 

Brothers do not forget, we are in a fight. Even to gain the land, 

to gain the Midwest, it is a fight. But we fight with singing. We 

fight with praise. Because when we praise and sing, our message 

is: “It is finished. God has done it.” We are just here to execute 

what heaven has accomplished. So we bind and we loose. Let us 
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go and have these prayer meetings in the next four months to 

blow the trumpet to bring in the new year. Our faith, our 

confidence and our boldness – you add them all together and it 

is courage. I touched the Lord. I prayed very much to the Lord 

personally concerning even my own ministry, my service. I have 

to deal with the Lord because these are not little, itty-bitty issues, 

not small things. This is about the saints. This is about the 

recovery. This is about the saints needing direction, their going 

on. What is our posture in this society? What is our position? 

What is our stand? The main thing to be found in a steward, 

according to Paul, is faithfulness. So I have to be faithful. 

Otherwise, I am disqualified from being a true minister. Brothers 

and sisters, I am here to tell you: be of good courage. Our number 

is small – probably many who left are stronger people than us, I 

do not know – but we are still here. That means a lot. It is not 

how big a number we are or how small. It depends on whether 

Jehovah is with us or not. And the sign of His being with us is 

that His speaking is still with us.  

I believe there will be a lot more fellowship in the coming days, 

even about a lot of practical matters, I hope even perfecting and 

training us to go forth. We need coordination. This afternoon we 

met with a wonderful group of college students. If you are college 

students, could you please stand up? I would just like to see you. 

Very good. This bunch is from Texas. Would you not like the day 

when – soon, in this meeting hall – I ask for college students and 

half would stand up? I’m serious. Or more than half? I am 

waiting for that day. I expect that day. I believe that day will 

come. So we charged the college students, we commissioned 

them, to go and disciple these campuses. “Stand up,” the word 

from the Lord to Paul was, “Stand up and go to the Gentiles.” 

This is our burden.  

The Situation During Brother Lee’s Final Years 

I would like to continue this and not worry about the outline. I 

would like to talk to you tonight about this courage, this faith. 
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Where does it come from? To do that, I have to back up a little 

bit to finish my history from yesterday morning. I want to bring 

us back to when Brother Lee died. From the time he came back 

from Taiwan in 1989 to the time he died was altogether about 

eight years. As I told you, he came back with a full burden to work 

out, to execute, to carry out the God-ordained way in the 

churches in America. Because he knew that if it started in 

America, it would spread to the whole earth. But he had come 

back to a rebellion, a terrible rebellion where some of the leading 

co-workers rebelled, or “flipped”, if you use today’s jargon. And 

in his old age, and soon with his sickness and illness, he was 

limited. He could not do it. Even though he charged some of us 

who were around him to carry it out, we were no Brother Lee, 

and also, at least in southern California and in many other 

places, we were decimated. What you experienced in 2006, we 

had experienced earlier on, around 1986 to 1988, while Brother 

Lee was still in Taiwan. For one year Brother Lee could not set 

foot in the church in Anaheim meeting hall, because he was so 

attacked. The Living Stream Ministry was under attack. Some of 

us who were nobodies, but were Brother Lee’s junior co-workers 

who stood with him, were also attacked. Today, many of the 

younger people have no idea of this darkness. Brother Lee said 

in those days that this rebellion, unlike previous rebellions, was 

not human. Human beings were not behind this, but demons 

and spirits were working this out. It was that bad. He had to go 

around to restore the churches, to restore the saints. And in 

1989, when we were still in the immediate aftermath of that 

rebellion, he established the full-time training in Anaheim. 

There was still smoke everywhere, but he established the full-

time training that still stands until today. With that full-time 

training, there was a means, there was an outlet, for him to speak 

concerning the God-ordained way to the trainees, and eventually 

to the saints in the churches in Orange County.  

In 1993 to 1996, the year before he departed, the training was on 
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the vital groups. Today, there are three books covering those 

three years of training on the vital groups. I am not going to get 

into that, but I will tell you that it was a training specifically for 

the American saints. It was not given in Taiwan, it was given 

here. The training was good, everything is recorded, but we failed 

to carry it out adequately, for sure. At the end of three years, in 

his last meeting in December of 1996 – he passed away six 

months later on June 9th, 1997 – he said, “I have said all I can 

say about this. If you don’t practice it, I have nothing more to 

say, and from this point on, I will not talk about it anymore.” 

Sure enough, from that point until he died, he did not speak 

publicly about the vital groups, about the God-ordained way, 

about these things. Of course, by the time of 1997, he was weak, 

and he gave his very last conference – that would be a Chinese-

speaking conference in February in Anaheim – on reigning in life 

in Romans. He could not even come to ITERO that year in April. 

He just sent some notes to some of the co-workers to be read to 

us. By June, he was gone.  

Brother Lee’s Two Desires 

Now this is what I wanted to tell you, dear saints. This was in 

1994, in the middle of the training that summer, which was on 

some of the last life-studies of the Old Testament, 1st and 2nd 

Kings. After the conference, as was his practice when he had 

energy, he collected the leading brothers who were present in 

that live training in Anaheim for a couple of days of fellowship. 

Those messages were printed and it is in a short book that I 

encourage you to get. The title is called, Living a Life according 

to the High Peak of God’s Revelation, a long title. The first two 

chapters of that little book were his further speaking from Kings. 

There was a lot of light because earlier that year in 1994, he had 

begun to release the high peak of the divine revelation, and his 

speaking since then until he passed were full of interpretation of 

the scriptures according to that perspective. That is the high 

peak view.  
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Then in chapters three onwards, Brother Lee made a turn in 

speaking to the brothers. In one chapter, he talked about the 

need for a revival. That was when he began to speak about his 

dream for a final revival, even the greatest revival. He talked 

about that. And in another chapter, continuing on the same 

theme, he talked about a model. I cannot forget these things not 

only because I was in those meetings, but I, along with others, 

was also with Brother Lee in the co-workers’ meetings where he 

spoke along that same line again and again. His desire was to see, 

one, a revival and, two, the raising up of a model.  

The First Desire – The Desire for a Revival 

In talking about the revival, of course he quoted that verse in 

Habukkuk: “O Jehovah, revive Your work in the midst of the 

years” (3:2). But he told the brothers how to have this revival 

practically. You will be shocked that he did not talk about the 

high peak, he did not talk about the Kings. He talked about 

calling on the name of the Lord, he talked about pray-reading the 

Word, as if he went all the way back to the 60’s again. I believe 

that in there he must have touched even the matter of singing or 

praising. Mainly, he was talking about the exercise of the spirit – 

not only an exercise of the spirit, but of having a life and a living 

and walk in the spirit.  

Brothers and sisters, I would like to tell you, today if you asked 

me, I would say this is our need. We are full of truth. We are filled 

with truth in the recovery. We are not short on truth. Do you 

know what we are short on, generally speaking? We are short on 

vitality. If you go back to an earlier outline this week, it talks 

about the Americans, the local people. They are drawn to vitality 

before they are drawn to truth, because most people do not know 

truth. But when there is something truly vital – meaning living, 

active, of course from a divine source – my, that is attractive. 

Today, we do not have any newfangled method to be vital. We 

need to do the same thing, yet in a new way, in an intensified 

way.  
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Through Recovering Our Calling on the Lord 

I feel that these days, we need to recover the calling on the name 

of the Lord. I would like to give a conference just on calling. I 

have actually done it. I gave four training messages on the matter 

of calling on the name of the Lord from A to Z. I like giving that 

training. That is not just for new ones or young ones. No. That is 

for you and me, the oldies. We have lost that kind of calling. And 

pray-reading – we need to recover pray-reading. Today, a lot of 

our pray-reading is timid, lukewarm, tepid – sorry to use these 

words. It is not powerful, not life-changing. It used to be that 

when we pray-read after a session, not only were we sweaty, we 

were ready to do something. We were transported somewhere 

else. We ate, we really ate, life. We were drenched, not just with 

sweat but with zoe. Really. We lost that.  

In the late 70’s, Brother Lee was doing the life-study of 

Ephesians. Many of you were there physically. He got into 

chapter 5, which I talked to the students about, “Do not be drunk 

with wine… but be filled in spirit, speaking to one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and psalming 

with your heart to the Lord” (vv. 18-19). There it contrasts not 

being drunk with wine to being filled in the spirit. You can easily 

make the connection. That means you need to drink the Spirit 

until you are drunk. Do not be these fancy people sipping your 

pinot. You have to take this thing “out of the brown bag.” You 

open this and you gulp it down. After that, all gentlemen and 

ladies become crazy. That is the picture. Do not be drunk with 

wine, but be “drunk” or filled in spirit – a strong infilling, not 

barely a sip, but a strong saturation bringing your “alcohol level” 

off the charts.  

When was the last time, saints, that you got filled in the spirit in 

that way? Without that, how can you have boldness? How can 

you not be tentative? How can you not be careful? A drunk 

person just walks out the door, does not have face, has no sense 

of embarrassment, reeks of smell, am I right? Dear saints, we are 
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not here just to debate with people, to convince people we have 

the best truth. I do not think that will gain people. I think we are 

going to gain people by helping them to get “drunk”, by helping 

them to call on the Lord. Epikaleo – means to call out loud.  

I feel that in the churches these days, we need to be reduced to 

simplicity once again and have a church life filled with calling. 

Lord Jesus! O Lord! Our calling has become rote, formulaic, kind 

of formal. That is what we do in the recovery – we call. It’s a little 

strange. But I find our calling not strange enough anymore. In 

those days, when you came to the meeting, you just get hit in 

your face with calling. You had to do something about it: either 

you hated it or you joined it. There was no in-between. The Spirit 

was so strong. It was not just a kind of practice. It is not a 

practice. It is our living. Calling, breathing, we breathe so much 

until breath becomes wind, that is, the essential Spirit becomes 

the economical Spirit.  

Through Recovering Our Pray-Reading 

Then there’s pray-reading. Our pray-reading today is somewhat 

like this – da-da-da, Amen, da-da-da, Amen. I would like to give 

a training on the four levels of progressive pray-reading. Most of 

our pray-reading is level 1. We do not even go to level 2. Level 3 

and level 4 are the more intensive pray-reading that changes 

lives, that transforms our mind, that fills us with food, divine 

food, that gives us strength to live our daily life, even to 

overcome.  

Ephesians 5 talks about singing. Also, in Colossians, it says, “Let 

the word of Christ dwell in you richly… teaching and 

admonishing… singing” (3:16). If you read the grammatical 

structure of that verse, it means that you exhort people by 

singing. You admonish people by singing. Have you done that? 

Have you ever done that? You tell a brother, “I want to admonish 

you,” and then you start singing. Ephesians talks about being 

filled in the spirit. That is to call. Colossians talks about being 
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inhabited by the word. That is to pray-read.  

Tracing Calling and Pray-Reading 

Back to the Old Testament 

I tell you, these two things are not 20th century practices. These 

are old-time practices that go all the way back to the Old 

Testament. Go back to Abraham. Blame him. He started the 

whole thing of calling. No, actually, it was not him. It was Enosh. 

Man began to call upon the name of the Lord because they 

realized how fragile they were. They had no way but to call on 

God.  

You might say, pray-reading, really? Yes. Go to Psalms, but not 

just Psalms, other places too. All the real Old Testament saints 

pray-read the law. They prayed it. It says so in Psalm 119. The 

whole Psalm 119 is on the word, God’s testimony, His precepts, 

His law, the testimonies. It talks about how they handled that. If 

you read Brother Lee’s speaking in those few classic messages in 

the 50’s on the life-study of Exodus, you will find the “day” way 

to approach the law versus the “night” way. The “night” way to 

handle the law is to be law keepers like the Jews, but the “day” 

way to keep the law is not to keep the law but to sing the law, to 

love the law, to embrace the law, to hold your hands up to the 

law. Go read that. If you want to really know how to pray-read, 

read that. In Psalm 119 there is a wonderful word, and that is the 

word “muse.” Muse on the word. Read the footnotes on muse. 

Muse means talking to yourself. Now that sounds “drunk”. To 

muse on the word means to read the word, to pray the word. You 

start mumbling, you start talking to yourself. The King James 

version says “meditate”, but the more correct translation is 

“muse”, meaning to reflect, to ponder, to be deeply engaged with 

the word of God.  
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A Further Encouragement 

on Calling and Pray-Reading 

Dear saints, I would like to encourage the Midwestern churches 

to come back in these months to calling. Sisters, come together 

and do not do much of anything, just call. Call softly. Call loudly. 

Sing a song on calling. I do not know what you should do. Just 

call. Call until you are filled. Have small calling groups. Have 

calling companions. “Flee youthful lusts and pursue… with those 

who call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Tim. 2:22). That is a 

word to the young people. Band together and call. That is how 

you experience Jubilee. And recover the real pray-reading. I can 

give you those outlines and you can do it locally.  

Chinese-speaking saints, I gave four messages on calling in 

Chinese. Up to this day, I think those four are among the best of 

the messages I have given in Chinese. It is in audio and video if 

you want it. I got carried away in that speaking. My, when you 

see the name! What is Lord! What is Jesus! My, my. You are not 

just calling some syllables. You are calling on the Person behind 

that name. I mean, you do not know who that Person is. Do you 

know who you are calling? You are not picking up the phone, 

“Hey, President Trump.” No. You are calling on the Lord of this 

universe. You are calling on Jesus, the God-man, the Savior, the 

Redeemer, the life-giving Spirit. You do not know what you are 

doing when you are calling! 

Oh, brothers and sisters, I am giving you a way to go on right 

now. It is very practical and not complicated, but you need to 

practice it. Older saints, do not say, “I know this stuff from thirty 

years ago. I graduated already.” What? You graduated from 

calling and pray-reading? You graduated from breathing and 

eating? No wonder. When we do these, I tell you, they will 

strengthen our spirit and affect our daily walk to walk in the 

Spirit, to live by the Spirit, to overcome in our daily life and to 

not always be a punching bag to the devil and be knocked 
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around. Low-grade depression – we should not be living that 

kind of life. Brothers and sisters, we are not destined to do that. 

Do not take the lie of the enemy. We can be victorious. We can 

overcome if we touch Him, the unique Overcomer, who is ready 

to infuse His overcoming life into our spirit.  

The Second Desire – The Desire for a Model 

The second thing that Brother Lee wanted to see was a model 

built up. You might ask, “What model are you talking about?” 

You see, when you talk about model, you talk about a pattern, a 

demonstration, a display, sort of a prototype. Actually, I would 

like to use the word “testimony”. A model is a testimony, a demo 

of what is real. Look at this model and then you know. In Detroit, 

as they plan to roll out a 2019 model of a car, they present a 

model. They will still tweak this and that, but there is a model. 

The model is telling you that Ford is coming out with this car 

next year. It will look like this. Get in it. Dear saints, Brother 

Lee’s hope is that, in the recovery, in every church, there would 

be a model of the testimony of Jesus. You can be just ten people 

and be a model. You can be a thousand people and not have a 

model. To put it in simple terms, tonight I would like to say that 

the model of God’s testimony, in today’s parlance, is to live the 

God-man for the new man. You can write that down: to live the 

God-man for the new man.  

Since the beginning of 2018, since the conference in Taipei in 

February, we have been on the new man. All the feasts have been 

very much on the matter of the new man. I am very happy about 

that. The new man is almost higher than the Body in Ephesians 

as a picture of the church, because a body can be just a body, but 

when you talk about man, a person is involved. I am not going to 

say much more, but every local church is a golden lampstand. 

What the Lord wants ultimately in this country, in every local 

church, is this testimony: a corporate God-man living by the 

saints and the expression of the new man that the earth does not 

see, a new man where Christ is all and in all.  
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You have to go to the messages, I have no time. But I want to 

simplify. Every local church should not just be some saints who 

come back to the scriptural practice and leave the denomination. 

Now they do not sprinkle, instead they immerse people in water. 

They use the recovery version of the Bible. No! No! No! A real 

local church is a church of believers standing on the ground of 

oneness, day by day living the God-man life, which is Jesus living 

again in them. They live Christ for something, not just to be 

spiritual, but for something, for the new man which is the Body, 

the church. To use today’s word, what they live for is the new 

man. That is the ultimate. The Lord must gain this across the 

earth before He can come back. And in the Midwest, right now, 

that is what people are looking for. And that is what will strike 

fear in Satan.  

By Redeeming Our Time 

I hope we will all have a collective rebellion against these mobile 

devices. I do not mean you trash them or throw them away. They 

are still useful. I have an iPhone 8 and I think I am using only 1% 

of all its features. I just know how to email and send a text. I do 

not know what else to use. My daughters do, and eventually my 

grandkids will. But my point is that today this thing is taking over 

our lives, eating away our time. To redeem the time and do the 

will of God, I think the first thing is to take care of our mobile 

phones practically, and spend the time to call on the Lord, to 

pray-read the Word. I tell you, you will be a happier person. Shut 

down that news. All the news that comes will depress you some 

more. Each time you read the news, you will say, “The sky is 

falling down." No, the sky is not falling down. You have just been 

spending too much time on your phone – that’s the problem.  

Dear saints, let us have a new beginning in the Midwest. I am not 

looking for a repeat. I look to the Lord for a brand new recovery 

in the Midwest. We can do it. Okay? I gave you the assignments 

for four months, corporately in the meetings and personally in 

your daily life. You cannot tell me I am not practical.  
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By the Sevenfold Intensified Spirit 

I do not think I need to spend that much time to convince you 

that, in general, as it had started many decades ago, mainline 

Christianity has been in a state of decline. It started when I came 

to the U.S., fifty some years ago. Oh, and by the way, before I go 

to that, there is one important thing to finish my thought. Back 

in 1969, Brother Lee, I was told, was in Erie twice that year, in 

July and December. That was the year when he released a 

tremendous light on the matter of the Spirit being sevenfold 

intensified. That is a pivotal truth in the recovery. We have this 

song “Come, O Seven Spirits, Come”. It was written then. Dear 

brothers and sisters, up to this day, we are solidly in the age of 

Revelation. The age of Revelation started even when John was 

on the isle of Patmos. We are still in that age. And in this age, the 

Spirit of God is sevenfold. If you read chapter 1 of Revelation, 

you will find that even the placement of the Trinity changed. 

Typically, the order is Father, Son and Spirit. Matthew says, 

“Baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit” (28:19). But that is the first book of the New 

Testament. In the last book of the New Testament, the order 

changed. Revelation first talks about the Father, the One who is 

in the beginning, then the second Person, to borrow that word, 

is the Spirit, and then it comes to Jesus, the true Witness, the 

faithful Witness. Even that switch is meaningful and inspired.  

Then it not only talks about that, it also talks about how this 

Spirit is like seven flames of fire before God’s throne. These 

seven flames are signs of the seven Spirits of God. These are not 

seven Spirits that are separate entities, because there is no such 

thing. That is against the truth. There is only one Spirit in the 

Bible: the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit, the 

Spirit of Jesus Christ. But why seven Spirits? Because the age of 

degradation has come in, so God must intensify His move on the 

earth by sending Himself as the Spirit, which of course includes 

Christ’s person and all His accomplishments, but sevenfold 
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intensified. To do what work? It says these Spirits are “sent forth 

into all the earth” (Rev. 5:6), running to and fro. And they are 

like fire. One of signs of the appearance of the Spirit is fire. What 

does fire do? Firstly, to burn. Also, to judge – you know, fire is 

for judgment. Thirdly, to search – it gives light to search and 

expose. I would say not only those, but also to energize – fire is 

the source of energy. Those four things are for the churches.  

Brothers and sisters, today, we are in that age. We should be 

experiencing this sevenfold intensified Spirit daily. Do not think 

this is strange. It is like your lamp in your house with a three-

way light. It is the same light bulb, but each time you turn the 

switch, it gets brighter. Except this is seven “clicks”. Same “light 

bulb”, same Spirit, but sevenfold intensified to ward off, to fight 

off all the degrading things from the world, from religion, from 

every direction. Today, we are living in the cesspit of the worst 

things you can imagine in immorality, especially in America. Do 

you think you can fight that off? Do you think you can deal with 

it? These things are popping up before you on these websites, 

whether you like it or not. They are just two clicks away on your 

phones. Brothers and sisters, we need the Spirit, and not just the 

“average” Spirit, if I may use that term, but the sevenfold 

intensified Spirit. God has prepared that Spirit. He has sent that 

Spirit. That Spirit is running to and fro. And that Spirit is our 

portion in the church. That is why we need to call on the Lord – 

to experience that Spirit. Pray-read the word to drink that Spirit. 

That Spirit will do the work within us to make us different, to 

make us the testimony of Jesus, to make us live Christ in this 

filthy age, to live a holy living in this degraded, perverted 

generation. It's possible. We need to touch Him. Amen?  

The Situation in Christianity and Society Today 

Christianity has been in decline. Twenty years ago, the trend was 

megachurch. Whoa, megachurch! Today, people are leaving 

megachurches in droves, because it is just a commercial 

enterprise. It’s a marketplace. You get an MBA to work in a 
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megachurch, in their marketing department or in their 

entertainment department. Take away the music, the bands, and 

nobody will come to the megachurch. The draw is entertainment. 

They have charismatic speakers to speak some things of 

prosperity, of self-help, of feel-better sermons. Those things, in 

the end, will not satisfy the seeking heart. So the megachurch 

trend has been dwindling. Catholicism, mainline Protestantism 

– the Episcopalian, the Methodist and so on – and even 

evangelical – like the Southern Baptist – are decreasing. There 

is a trend away from any kind of formal religion. There are fewer 

and fewer people who consider themselves affiliated with a 

certain denomination. I have some numbers here, but I do not 

want to get into these too much. The point is this: while all these 

are happening, what I call the seeking, the desire to be spiritual, 

the hunger for something spiritual, has not gone down. Why? 

Because the same vacuum is still in man. I do not care if you are 

a millennial or not, you are still human. As long as you are 

human, you need God. You have eternity in there. That has not 

changed.  

So I say this, brothers and sisters, the need for our message today 

is as great as ever. In fact, what we have to offer is more relevant 

than ever. Against this dark backdrop and worsening situation 

in society, we have a job to do – that is what I am saying. People 

are looking for answers. On the campuses, for sure, but even 

outside of the campuses, such as in the workplace. Some people 

are earning big money, but let me tell you, there is a gaping hole 

inside of them. Behind the nice doors in the nice neighborhoods 

are broken marriages, broken hearts, addiction, drugs, alcohol – 

things to ease the pain. It’s an epidemic. I am talking about 

depression. I am talking about anxiety disorders. I am talking 

about loneliness. I am talking about pressure. All these things. 

The mental health of the world and in this country has never 

been so bad, even compared to the time of World War II or 

slightly afterwards. Dear brothers and sisters, we should not say 
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that people are not open, that people are satisfied. That is not 

true. They can look like a gentleman, like they have it together. 

You do not know. They are falling apart inside. Young people, 

especially on campuses, left and right – oh, dear brothers and 

sisters, we owe them the jubilee. That is why we need to do 

everything to live a life of jubilee so that we can bring this jubilee 

to them.  

The Importance of the Midwest and the United States 

In the Midwest, the population of those states that I read this 

morning is 67.7 million. I gave you the ethnic breakdown 

already. 75 percent here still consider themselves Christians. 

That is a very high number. 20 percent are unaffiliated. My point 

is that this place, I would not say, is a godly area, but compared 

to the entire U.S., it is a region, along with the Bible belt, where 

people still have a certain reverence towards God and the Bible. 

They may know nothing, you know what I mean. They are not 

into it. But at least there is that tradition, unlike on the coast 

where I come from, where they have banned God outright, as if 

God can be banned. They do their best to get the word of God out 

of society, if they can, out of public circulation. They even try to 

legislate things to muzzle the speaking of the word on certain 

matters. Why are we burdened for the middle part of America? 

These are the original Americans that settled in this country 

from diverse sources. And there is still that American tradition 

here of God and country.  

I am not here with any kind of politicized agenda, because we are 

not in that realm. I do not care who you vote for. I am just looking 

at this country of the USA, which is still the leading country on 

the earth, not China. Sorry, we have some Chinese brothers here, 

but it is not China. China is going to be the number one economic 

power in a few short years. Trust me, the U.S. will be bumped to 

number two. Right now, the U.S. is number one, China is 

number two, Japan is number three, Germany is number four, 

and the U.K. is number five. China leapt over Japan to be 
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number two a few years ago. They are targeting to be number 

one, and they will be number one. But even when that happens, 

it will not take away the leadership role of the United States on 

the earth today. If you take away the United States, then this 

world will truly, literally fall apart. Whatever peace there is, it is 

because of the U.S. That is a fact. And the U.S. is still the leading 

country in many things: culturally, medically, technologically, 

militarily, scientifically, academically, in R&D – that is why 

people come here to study, to get their higher education, to do 

their research. The U.S. is a special country.  

I am not here to tout this country and be patriotic. No. I am 

following Brother Lee in his feeling, which I totally agree with, 

not only in 1981, but today almost 40 years later. Today, the 

picture is the same if not more so. I don’t care how people bad-

mouth this country. But this is the fact: this country, in Brother 

Lee’s words, is like an eagle with two oceans as its wings. It is 

difficult to attack the USA because it is between two oceans. If 

you study this country, it started with just a few colonies then 

crazy things started to happen. The U.S. just picked this place up, 

if you know the Louisiana Purchase, for a crazy discount. For a 

few dollars, they purchased from Napoleon a large section of 

land from the gulf to Canada. Suddenly the U.S. owned this 

whole thing, abundant with natural resources, a big wilderness 

that was left undiscovered for centuries. I know some Vikings 

came, and of course there are the Native Americans, but you 

understand what I mean.  

When you read Acts, it talks about God who decided on times 

and seasons and drew lines. He has everything planned, that the 

U.S., this continent, would be a hidden place, a wilderness, a vast 

one, until a certain time when it would be discovered, all for His 

purpose. There are four nations that God has mainly used from 

the time of the Lord all the way until now. The first was the 

Roman Empire. The second was Germany – that was for the 

reformation. The third was England – for the missionaries, for 
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the preaching of the gospel to the known world and for the 

recovery of the truth of the Scriptures. Then it does not say it 

turned to China, although the Lord used some young Chinese 

Christians to bring forth the recovery. The flow that went to 

China pivoted quickly, within forty years, back to the West, and 

this time to the United States. The United States is the present 

nation, and there is reason to believe the last nation. Brother Lee 

used the word “the ultimate nation”, where the Lord will carry 

out His ultimate move.  

This is not to make us proud to be Americans, to go around and 

show off. Don’t do that. That is not the point. The point is God’s 

sovereignty. No man can do anything about it. You may ask who 

put this man in the oval office. Well, I know the answer. It was 

not your vote. It was the heavens. The heavens rule. You like it, 

you don’t like it, well, that is the way it is. God has His sovereign 

arrangement to administer the whole world situation for the 

sake of His divine move. And this country is still playing a huge 

role in this.  

A Concluding Word 

on Blowing the Trumpet in the Midwest 

My brothers and sisters, the Lord’s recovery in this country, the 

Lord’s move in this country, must be strong. It must match what 

the Lord is doing without. As of now, what we own, what we 

possess in riches and our expression do not quite match. In 

numbers, in size, in impact, in power, we are not the recovery 

that we should be. But brothers, the time is now. I am not talking 

about tomorrow. I am not even talking about next year. I am 

talking about the next season. It is about the times and seasons. 

The next season, the Lord must do something through us. Now I 

will tell you that the Lord can raise up another people. He has 

done that. He can. But I also will tell you that it is very difficult 

and it takes a lot of time for the Lord to raise up a people that can 

be useful to Him. The Lord’s recovery is by now almost 100 
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years. Even by common standards of any movement, that is a 

long time. Not only has it not died or split up into a thousand 

pieces, but today, by His work of grace, the recovery on the earth 

is one. The vision is one. We are following the one ministry. We 

are one recovery with the same burden and vision. And that is 

true here in the United States particularly.  

This weekend, I came to Chicago not just to give messages. I 

came to Chicago to issue a call. I brought my trumpet with me. 

Whether you know it or not, during these four meetings I have 

been blowing the trumpet. Tomorrow, I will blow my last blast, 

and I can go home and rest for a little bit. But now I hope I have 

passed the trumpet on to you. Saints, not just the leading 

brothers, not just the co-workers, but every dear brother and 

sister, every one of you, old and young, has to pick up that 

trumpet and sound that trumpet. Bring your church into the 

jubilee life to ready ourselves for the jubilee proclamation. The 

entire Midwest – this is the land, the real estate, that the Lord 

has measured to us. We need to be faithful to that. In other areas, 

regions of the country, they are doing the same. Even Canada, as 

a country, has to rise up and do this as well. We did not go 

through the outline. But read it please, because it takes time to 

digest all of those points about full-timers, about supporting 

them. There is a lot of good stuff in there. Please get into it 

yourselves.  
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Message Five 

 

God Wants to Train His People 

In these meetings, I feel that the Lord has not only shown us His 

burden, but even provided us a way. I think the Lord has come 

in and even given us some practical instructions on how to go 

forward. Remember, as we are studying Leviticus, that Israel was 

under God’s training. I think that very few Christians have the 

idea that those 40 years were a training, and particularly starting 

at Mt. Sinai when not only the law was given to them but also a 

lot more than the law. The law was just ten words. You know, ten 

commandments actually means ten words. It was only ten 

words. But the rest, of course, you have the blueprint of the 

tabernacle in tremendous detail. Then you have also associated 

with that the instructions concerning the priesthood. There are 

many pages all about their diet, about their garments, about 

their dwelling, and about their life. The life of a priest was made 

very clear in type in Exodus. But not only so, there were a lot of 

ordinances in the book of Leviticus training the Israelites on how 

to live a holy life.  

God wants to train His people in detail how they should live this 

holy life, not only to live a holy life but also to live a rejoicing life. 

You may not think so, but to rejoice requires training. For lasting 

joy, you need some training. How to offer the offerings, how to 

keep the feasts, and even how to celebrate the Jubilee, all these 

are with details. You don’t just do it whatever way you want. 

Jehovah has set forth all these details for us to be trained, so that 

after so many years, all the Israelites are a trained people. That 

makes them a peculiar people on this earth.  
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We Are Sons of God, and We Are God’s People 

You know, we are kind of a strange people. I say that the day we 

lose our strangeness we lose our testimony. Now, don’t try to be 

strange. Please understand what I mean. When I say strange, I 

mean unique. We are God’s unique possession. There should be 

a huge chasm between us and the world. We should be 

outstanding, we should stand out, in the midst of society, 

because we are another kind of species. We are sons of God, and 

we are also God’s people. We are His chosen possession. We are 

His inheritance, as He is ours. And He owns us. From the day 

when Jehovah took the Israelites out of Egypt, He had the idea 

that this is Mine. This is My people. I’ve called them, chosen 

them to be My particular, peculiar possession. I own them. They 

are for My enjoyment and pleasure. That’s what He wants.  

The Egyptian people of God were God’s people by blood, but they 

had been fully Egyptianized. They had been drinking from the 

Nile River for a little bit too long. They had become just like the 

people of the world, no difference. So God called them, redeemed 

them from that place to cross the Red Sea into the wilderness to 

hold a feast unto Jehovah. There is a physical separation from 

Egypt to be in the wilderness, and in that wilderness God started 

to give them a new diet. No longer eating Egyptian food, they ate 

something that comes down from the heavens every morning, 

called, “What is it?” That’s the meaning of “manna.” It’s not 

earthly food. It’s a food that man has hitherto not known, but 

that food is a diet reserved for God’s people. They start eating 

something from the heavens, and over time they start to become 

heavenly. Rather than Egyptian, they become heavenly by 

constitution, not just by instruction, but by what they eat, and 

what they ate is what they were. They became another kind of 

people again that is acceptable to God and for God’s satisfaction. 

We’re also under this training. Brothers and sisters, even in our 

life today, in the church life, we are under a kind of training to be 

such holy people and such a rejoicing people.  
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I was not always a happy person by disposition, like many of you. 

I did some study concerning Midwesterners. What is the 

character of true Midwesterners? Real Midwesterners go back a 

few generations, and they are from Norway, from Sweden, from 

Germany. I found a few things that supposedly characterize 

them. Of course, these are generalizations, but this is the 

impression. Midwesterners are friendly people, and polite 

people. They are hard-working people, and they are persistent 

people, people with fortitude. But I also found out that they are 

conventional people, they are more aligned with convention. 

They are stoic people. Do you know what stoic means? It means 

that even in suffering, tragedy, and hard times, you become 

tough. You just bear it. That’s stoic. Stoicism takes you through 

the long winters and other things. I’m here to help stoic people 

to rejoice. I think that takes some training.  

I am not Midwestern, but I am stoic by nature. I’m not a smiling 

kind of person. I’m Chinese, so there’s a certain kind of 

conservatism with me. I’m dispositionally kind of introverted 

and I don’t like to be with people. I like to be by myself. I’ll be 

very happy if I’m by myself. And I’m certainly not the song and 

dance kind of person. So, I like to tell you that the Lord in these 

years has been training me. He has been training this stoic, 

conservative, introverted, Chinese man to not be like that. When 

I came to this country, I didn’t know I was in for such a culture 

shock. Firstly, to come from China to the United States, was a 

culture shock. But that was not as hard as when I stepped into 

the Lord’s recovery and really came into close quarters with 

Americans. A lot of these were west coast Americans, and in 

those days of the 1960s we had hippies. Suddenly I am 

surrounded by people like this.  

At one point, I had to go to Texas where I met a Chinese-speaking 

co-worker named Abraham Chang. He was a general in the army 

in China. I had to be his interpreter, so in the early 1980s I 

traveled with him across the Texas area. He was very 
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instrumental in the building of the Irving meeting hall, which 

became very useful for a long period of time, for the ministry and 

also for publications. For a while the big part of Living Stream 

Ministry was actually located in Irving. Brother Chang came in a 

very timely manner in the early 1980s from Taiwan, and I will 

tell you he was a leading follower of Brother Lee’s ministry. He 

came to every life-study training with his wife. He was a full-time 

co-worker starting in Shanghai under Watchman Nee and then 

of course with Brother Lee. He had a military life and then he got 

saved when he was older, and he became a co-worker. He was 

also instrumental in the start of the Chinese-speaking work, in 

gathering the Chinese saints mainly from Taiwan. He would go 

to visit churches and address all the saints. But he would also 

have some meetings with the Chinese-speaking brothers and 

sisters. When he spoke, I had to translate what he spoke into 

English. My Chinese by that time was really rusty, especially for 

spiritual terminologies and expressions. It was tough for me. 

Here I was translating next to him in Seattle. At one point I 

translated something and then there was not the next sentence 

from him. He stopped. He turned around to me on the stage in 

front of the saints and he slapped me on the back. Brother 

Abraham has this fierce look. He slapped me on the back. 

“Minoru Chen,” he said, “release your spirit!” He was not joking; 

he said this with all seriousness. Everyone heard it. Then he 

turned back and continued his message. He meant that my spirit 

was not released enough to match his. This is a real story. My 

goodness, you can imagine, for the rest of that message I was 

releasing my spirit. And from then on, wherever he’d go, I was 

very exercised, and that became a real training to me.  

Brother Lee also trained me. He loved to pick on me, more than 

other people for some strange reason. But looking back, I will tell 

you with Brother Chang and Brother Lee, I would not exchange 

the training I received from them for anything. Standing here 

today, I would testify to you that their hard, unrelenting, and 
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uncompromising training became the greatest help to me in my 

service to the Lord, to this date. Brother Abraham Chang died in 

Irving in 1985. The saints came together, because it was right 

after the training. Brother Lee rarely gave eulogies or fellowship 

at funerals. But at Brother Chang’s funeral, Brother Lee broke 

down. I have never seen Brother Lee weep. He wept so bitterly 

in public that time, and I never saw it again. He spoke some 

words that were so moving about the faithfulness of Abraham 

Chang toward the ministry. Some years ago, Brother Ed Marks 

gave me a little gift of a framed quote of the few highlighted 

sentences from that eulogy that he gave on behalf of Abraham 

Chang as a gift about faithfulness toward the ministry. I say all 

these anecdotes, but dear brothers and sisters, I want to tell you 

that God is training His people. This is part of God’s plan, part of 

God’s work, part of God’s economy. If He trained His Old 

Testament people, much more He will train His New Testament 

believers. This training is not just to make them nice people, 

polite people, Midwestern people; this training is to make them 

really God’s people. They are not just God’s people in name, but 

they are God’s people in fact, in constitution, in their living, and 

in their service.  

Drinking the Living Water 

God taught them through these ordinances how to worship Him, 

how to offer to Him, and how to celebrate these feasts. Of course, 

all these are types, and now we have all these types interpreted 

for us New Testament believers to be trained in how we should 

behave, how we should live, and how we should serve. One day, 

brothers and sisters, we will be doing this in eternity. What are 

we going to do in eternity? We are going to worship. Worship is 

not this religious thought of worship. Real worship is like that 

recorded in John 4 with the immoral woman. She struck up a 

conversation on worship with the Lord just to get the Lord off 

her back. The Lord knew what kind of woman she was. So, she 

started this religious conversation. Eventually the Lord got to the 
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point, and of course you know the story: she drank the living 

water, and she believed in the Lord. What a picture of a thirsty 

sinner and a thirsty Savior. At the end of the story, the thirst of 

both got quenched by each other. I love that gospel story. There’s 

not just a thirsty sinner there, there’s also a thirsty Savior. Do 

you know who first said, “Give me some water to drink”? It’s the 

Savior, not the woman. But the Lord was asking for physical 

water. The Lord was asking for a drink from this woman, from 

man. Of course, eventually she drank the water. My point is this: 

Eventually the Lord says the hour is coming when you will 

neither worship in this mountain or that mountain or this way 

or that way. The Father today is seeking the New Testament 

worshippers. And the way to worship is to worship in spirit and 

in truth, or reality. But what does that mean? Brother Lee helped 

us to realize that worship is simply our drinking. When we drink 

that living water, when we drink Christ, we actually contact God 

and render Him the true worship.  

I’m coming back to this point about training. We need training. 

Training involves not just instructions. That’s not really training. 

Training is with those instructions you go and practice. 

Otherwise it’s not training. You don’t go to class and just hear 

things. No. You go and take what you hear and you do them, and 

you repeatedly do them. You do this over and over again until it 

becomes yours, until it becomes habitual, until it becomes 

natural, until it becomes your life. My point is that training is not 

just hearing instructions, hearing teachings. Real training is not 

complete until we practice these things, and not just once in a 

while, but repeatedly, faithfully, diligently, with a good old 

Midwestern attitude. You just do it again and again, and then 

that thing will become yours.  

Pray-Reading and Singing 

I train myself to be happy. Because you are dull, you are morose, 

you are unhappy, you’ve got to train yourself not to be like this, 

but to be happy, to be jubilant, to be joyful, to be excited. So train 
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yourself that way. You need to call on the Lord repeatedly, and 

you need to pray-read the word repeatedly. Will pray-reading the 

word give you joy? Absolutely. It says in Lamentations, “Your 

words were found and I ate them and they became the joy and 

rejoicing of my heart.” If you pray-read and you are not joyful, 

there’s something wrong with your pray-reading. You need to 

pray-read until you are joyful. Practice that. Singing also 

requires practice. The overcomers will sing a new song, but if 

you’re not singing it now, you won’t be singing when the Lord 

returns. Brothers and sisters let’s be trained to sing.  

Praising 

Now how about praising? Do you think praising is easy, that you 

know how to praise? No, you don’t. You need to be trained to 

praise. The priests are assigned as a singing division. In the 

military they have those that play in the band. You have to go and 

practice until you’re perfect, your pitch is perfect, your marching, 

your playing, you are just perfect. You train, you practice. You 

say, “Oh, Minoru, you are not spiritual. We are spiritual. 

Spiritual people don’t do this. We just wait for the Spirit to come. 

The Spirit will come, and then I can sing. The Spirit will come, 

and then I can praise.” No, you are altogether wrong. The Spirit 

will come. Don’t worry about that. But I tell you, the Spirit will 

come even to a donkey. Do you remember that? The donkey 

speaks human language. Then you’ll say, “Well, if the donkey 

doesn’t need training, I don’t need training either. If I’m a 

donkey, I’ll just wait for the Spirit to come and then I will speak 

the human language.” Let me tell you, there’s only one donkey in 

the whole Bible, and he spoke only once. You want to be a donkey 

Christian, just have the Spirit once in your lifetime and say 

something strange? I tell you, no. Get rid of all these Pentecostal 

concepts of miracles. The Spirit is real, we trust the Spirit, we 

need the Spirit, we need to be filled with the Spirit, but we’re not 

looking for that kind of miraculous thing. The Spirit is with us to 

train us. Even to be filled in Spirit you need training. Don’t 
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depend on chance, don’t depend on fate, don’t depend on these 

kinds of miracles.  

God is a God of miracles only when there’s unbelief. Tongue-

speaking is for unbelievers. For people who believe in the Lord, 

we don’t need tongues. We need understanding. We need words 

that are understandable, so we can say an amen to it. Unbelievers 

need some miracles. God works miracles because of unbelief. In 

normal times God is not a God of miracles. Rather, God is a God 

of law. By law I don’t mean the Old Testament Mosaic law, I 

mean the law of principles, like the law of the Spirit of life in 

Christ Jesus. That is not a miraculous rescue. That is according 

to law. It’s automatic, it’s a principle like gravity that works every 

time, so long as conditions are fulfilled. So brothers and sisters, 

do not look for miracles; fulfill conditions. Fulfill the God-

required conditions and the law will kick in. The law will work 

spontaneously and automatically, even to save us from the law 

of sin and death.  

A Revival by the Spirit 

The Lord is about to do something very special in the coming 

days and years in the United States. I am absolutely convinced. 

But don’t look for miracles. I am not talking about some 

miraculous days coming. Special days, yes. Today a lot of 

Christians are praying for a revival. But they are praying for a 

miraculous type of revival. They are praying for something to be 

poured out and speaking in tongues and healing people and all 

these kinds of things. No. It is the sevenfold Spirit that will 

intensify all of us from within, not in a miraculous way, yet in a 

real way. This Spirit within us and this Spirit upon us is what is 

going to carry out this new move of the Lord, to bring in a 

genuine revival, not the Pentecostal type, but a genuine revival 

of life in resurrection. It is by this work of the Spirit that the 

testimony of Jesus in the local church will be built up. It is by this 

inner working of the Spirit according to the principle of 

incarnation that the Lord is going to spread this Jubilee gospel 
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all over this land. It is by this Spirit in us that we will be 

constituted as priests, or even a priesthood of the gospel. 

Laboring, not miraculous, but laboring priests of the gospel to 

save sinners and seekers to nourish and to feed them, to teach 

and to perfect them, to help them to grow, to help them to have 

the full knowledge of the truth. It is by this way, brothers and 

sisters, that this new season will come about. I hope this would 

not give us a kind of miraculous idea, but the understanding that 

we are under a kind of training and perfecting to be this kind of 

people that will usher in a new time and a new season.  

Calling on the Lord 

So, dear saints, call on the Lord. Don’t just call once in a while. 

Don’t just call in a kind of sloppy way or a light way. Go back and 

rediscover calling on the name of the Lord. If you really call this 

way, even one call would change your day, one call with a real 

touch with Jesus, would change your life and get you saved 

again. That kind of calling requires some practice with your 

companions. Come together with a few to do nothing but call on 

the Lord. What about some intensified calling with the 

intensified Spirit? You call in that way. Lord Jesus! You call from 

the depths of your being. When you call in that way, your spirit 

is strengthened, the muscles in you are strengthened. You 

become healthy. Your heart, your cardiovascular system will be 

strong. Pray-reading is the same thing. When I see some pray-

reading, I actually wanted to go and say, “Stop your pray-

reading. Stop it right now. Your pray-reading is not doing a 

thing. In fact, your pray-reading is helping you to be more 

depressed. Pray-read this way.” So I’m training. There are 

different levels of pray-reading. There’s just this “Amen, amen” 

kind of pray-reading. But there’s also the pray-reading I call the 

“strike” pray-reading. Brother Lee talked about striking the 

phosphorus on the matchbox. Strike, strike, strike. Why? Strike 

until fire comes out. Have you pray-read in a way that when you 

pray-read there’s fire, there’s light, there’s energy? The Word 
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becomes living, the Word at that time becomes the Spirit-Word, 

the pneumatized Word. It becomes really God’s breath to give 

you life. Dear brothers and sisters, we need that kind of pray-

reading. So come together in small groups, sisters, brothers, 

students, just to pray-read. Pray-read until you are filled. Pray-

read until you are fully energized and fed. This takes practice.  

Singing 

We also need to be trained to sing. You say, “Minoru this is not 

deep enough, we want some deep stuff. Singing is for the 

children, you know, in children’s meetings we sing. We are 

adults, we don’t sing, we’re stoic, we’re Midwestern.” No, 

brothers and sisters. I strongly feel that the church life will 

change if we become a singing people. I don’t mean singing in a 

light way; I mean we really become a singing people. This 

hymnal we have is full of truth, even is full of theology. Every 

good hymn is full of the Word of God and the experience of the 

saints. That’s the Psalms. Why do we have a whole book of 

Psalms? Why didn’t David write a lot of theology? Why did he 

write poetry and psalms? Because the psalms or the poetry are 

the highest form of expression of the saints’ sentiments from 

their experience of God. They are not lightweight stuff. Even to 

pray is not the epitome. It’s when you sing, when you praise, then 

you reach the height. You know, you can read a message, but 

when you sing a hymn it’s different. There’s feeling involved, 

there’s sentiment involved, there’s emotions involved toward 

God. These are not just truth per se, these are truth experienced 

by man. And in their experience, they have a response, a kind of 

expression toward God in the form of song and praise.  

Brother Lee taught us to sing the Word. Let me challenge you 

with that notion as a practice. Even I don’t know fully how to 

practice it. But Brother Lee has spoken about it and we have not 

entered into it. This is my notion. Try to understand it. Sing the 

Bible and read the hymns. I got it wrong, right? It should be read 

the Bible and sing the hymns. No, I didn’t say that. I said sing the 
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Bible and read the hymns. In Ephesians it says, “Speak to one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.” Songs are not 

for singing. Of course, they are for singing. But in that verse, they 

are not for singing, not first; first, the psalms are for speaking. 

Dear brothers and sisters, we need to open the hymns and speak 

them and declare them. And we need to open the Bible and find 

some way to sing it. Brother Lee spoke this, but it was not 

practiced. I’m going to keep trying myself. I feel this is a big part 

of the good land that we have not yet gained.  

All of our experiences of Christ are wrapped up in these things: 

calling on the Lord, pray-reading His word, and singing with a 

melody in your heart. There’s no better thing to sing than the 

Word of God. Stoic Midwesterners, I challenge you to sing. 

Winter is coming. Let’s blast through this winter by a song. Let’s 

not be stoic over this long winter coming up. I heard the weather 

report. This summer has been unreasonably hot, and this winter 

will be unreasonably cold. It’s going to be a long one. Let’s sing 

away. Don’t just light that fire, don’t just turn on that heater, let’s 

sing. Chicago, sing. Wisconsin, sing. It’s going to be really cold. 

Don’t just grin and bear it. Sing your way through this winter. 

Burst forth into song. The best place I love to sing is in the 

shower. I think I’m kind of common. When I go into a shower, I 

just like to sing, and when that hot water hits and when I sing to 

the Lord, I am in heaven. But it shouldn’t just be in the shower 

stall. Dear saints, we need to sing everywhere. When you have 

nothing to do, sing a song to Jesus. We have so many songs, so 

many hymns. Sing! Singing is the way to touch the spirit, to 

touch the Lord. Overcomers sing a new song. The best way to 

overcome is to sing.  

Praising 

Now the last thing is praise. Of course, singing and praising are 

together. It says in James, if anyone rejoices or is happy, let him 

sing praise. Brothers and sisters let’s recover the praising church 

life, the praising Christian life. Praise the Lord. You know what 
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Hallelujah means. “Jah” is Yahweh, God, Jehovah. “Hallelu” is 

“let us praise.” Let us praise Jehovah, let us praise the Lord, 

that’s Hallelujah. Do you want to be in the wedding feast with 

Christ? What are you going to do there? What are you going to 

do there in front of the Bridegroom? Or what do you think He 

wants you to do? Kiss Him, right? But how do you kiss the Son? 

I think the way to kiss the Son is to use your mouth to say good 

things about Him. That means to bless Him, to speak well of 

Him, which really means to praise Him. Do it, dear saints. From 

the lakes to the plains, let the Midwest be filled with resounding 

praise in the local churches. Then we usher in Jubilee. But this 

takes practice. Practice these things and the God of peace will be 

with us. Help one another. These conferences come fast and 

furious. You just finish one and another one is coming. I’m a little 

concerned that we keep hearing things that don’t stick. Let this 

one stick. The only way it will stick is if you get back into it.  

Our Commission 

Concerning the Lord’s move in the Midwest and in this country, 

I would like to read the titles of four outlines on the Jubilee with 

ministry excerpts. Message one is “The Age of the Jubilee and 

the Illustration of the Jubilee,” starting with Leviticus and 

ending with Luke 15 on the case of the prodigal. That is the 

illustration of the Jubilee. Message two is “The Blessings of the 

Jubilee – Return to our Possession and Free from Slavery.” 

Message three is “The Living of the Jubilee and the Enjoyment 

of Christ as the Jubilee.” Jubilee is not just a holiday or a “holy 

year.” It is a living of the normal Christians and the enjoyment 

of Christ as the Jubilee. And message four is “Proclaiming the 

Gospel for the Propagation of Christ as the Jubilee.” This outline 

is based on Acts 26 where the Lord called and commissioned. 

With every calling there is also a commissioning. The Lord called 

Saul and commissioned him right there to go to the nations, to 

the Gentiles, to proclaim what he has seen and what the Lord will 

appear to him later on. All that is found in the 14 epistles of Paul, 
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that is the full and complete gospel of God, the entire economy 

of God. That’s what Paul faithfully did.  

In His commissioning to Paul, the content of this full gospel was 

given to him, and the content of that gospel is exactly the New 

Testament jubilee. It is the fulfillment of the jubilee. So in that 

gospel God spoke to Paul about seven things. Acts 26 was Paul 

speaking in front of King Agrippa, giving the king a testimony of 

his salvation and conversion. Verse 18 holds these seven things: 

1) to open their eyes; 2) to turn them, the Gentiles, from darkness 

to light; 3) to turn them from the authority of Satan to God; 4) 

that these people would receive the forgiveness of sins; 5) that 

they would receive an inheritance; 6) that they would be 

sanctified by faith; and 7) that they would be with the saints, with 

the sanctified ones. In Colossians chapter 1, you will find the 

same gospel there spoken in a different way. There Paul talked 

about the divine allotment given to the saints, the portion of the 

saints in the light. We’ve been transferred out of the kingdom of 

darkness into the kingdom of the Son of His love, and we have 

been restored to this portion, which is the portion of the saints 

in the light. So 7) is the saints, and Brother Lee says that 

indicates the church life. These seven things comprise the New 

Testament Jubilee. When we are experiencing these seven 

things, we are living in Jubilee.  

We Are What We Speak 

Brother Lee spoke about this in a book called Young Peoples’ 

Training. That message was given in 1975, soon after we 

migrated from L.A. to Orange County with Brother Lee. And 

Brother Lee started to give trainings. He gave trainings to young 

people, and I was a young person then, so I was under that 

training. That book is a classic. Young people, you’ve got to get 

that book. That’s a must-read on my list. There, Brother Lee 

spoke to the young people and students. You need to go and 

preach the gospel, you need to bear fruit, you need to gain the 

young people from the campuses, as a commission. Brother Lee 
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also spoke that if you want to carry out the same commission as 

Paul, you have to experience these things first. Brother Lee was 

not so worried about our preaching. He was concerned that we 

have the reality of what we preach.  

We are what we speak. We can go tell all the world about this and 

that, then they look at you and they don’t see anything. I can go 

out and say “dog.” Then they look at the picture, and it looks like 

a worm. “Dog” and “worm” don’t match. They want to see a dog, 

and they read a dog, and you are telling them it’s a dog but when 

you show up you look like a worm. They don’t see the dog, they 

just see a worm; there’s a mismatch. After a while, people will 

say, “What’s this stuff? That’s a lie. You talk about all these 

wonderful things, but in your life, I see nothing.” You’re not 

living it. You’re not walking the talk, as they say. Brothers and 

sisters, this was a real burden in our brother at that time and as 

a young person I was deeply convicted and I felt he preached this 

gospel to me first. So these seven things, brothers and sisters, let 

us apply to ourselves first.  

That message was full of prayers. Not by sinners out there, but 

by us. At that time, Brother Lee asked, “Young people, do you 

want to open peoples’ eyes?” Now I ask, are your eyes opened, or 

are you still blind to spiritual things, to heavenly things? You 

need to go to the Lord and pray, ‘Lord, please open my eyes first. 

I don’t want to live in blindness, I don’t want to live in darkness. 

I want to see. I want to see You.’ I went back and prayed to the 

Lord that He would first open my eyes before I could open 

others’ eyes. Lord, restore my vision that others’ vision can be 

cured. How can a blind person heal a blind person? Both will fall 

into the ditch. Brother Lee said, pray that the Lord will turn you 

from darkness to light.  

Transferred from Darkness to Light 

Brothers and sisters, is there still some darkness in us, some 

hidden darkness, something that people don’t see but it exists in 



102 

 

our beings, in our lives? Does Satan still have some ground in us 

called darkness, in certain parts of our hearts, in our 

relationships, in our home life, in our private life? Is light there, 

or is there darkness there? Lord, turn me from darkness to light. 

I want to live in the light. I want to live in God. Then he asked 

this question, “Have you fully turned from the authority of Satan 

to God?” Does the enemy still have some rule over us, some 

authority over us, some ground in us, or are we entirely yielded 

to God, are we entirely subject to God, are we entirely under His 

rule and His reign in His kingdom? Darkness simply stated is the 

Satanic kingdom; light is God’s kingdom. Where are you? In 

Colossians we may be transferred in fact from darkness to light, 

from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of the Son of His 

love. But in our daily life experience, are we transferred, or are 

we still living a little bit in the Satanic realm, and not fully in the 

realm of light, that is, in the realm of God? We have to pray.  

A Life of Confession, Repentance, and Forgiveness 

Then Brother Lee said, we are here to proclaim release and 

forgiveness of sins, but have all your sins been forgiven? He 

asked, “Have you dealt with all your sins? Have you repented of 

your sins, big ones and small ones? Have your sins been freshly 

forgiven?” I think some of us may have cumulative sins that have 

not been dealt with, some for weeks, some for months, some 

maybe for years. When those sins are not dealt with through 

conviction and confession, and when we’re not washed by the 

blood of Jesus, we won’t have the joy of forgiveness and of 

salvation. Then when we go preach to others, even the Spirit 

cannot bear witness in such a strong way. We won’t even have 

that kind of boldness to tell people, “Your sins are remitted, 

because mine were.” We all need a life of confession and 

repentance. A truly released person is a person whose sins are 

truly forgiven. That doesn’t come cheap. Time will not wash 

them. Only the blood of the Lamb can wash away our sins. And 

that blood will only work, and it will work automatically, only if 
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we confess. This is 1 John 1:9. Young people, have you confessed 

all of your sins? Have you been right with your parents? You talk 

back. You’re rebellious. You need to take care of that in order to 

preach this gospel. What about between husbands and wives? 

I’m married. This is my 43rd anniversary. We need not just 

forgiveness from God, but forgiveness from one another. What 

about relationships with brothers and sisters in the church? We 

need to be forgiven for our inability to forgive. Not forgiving 

others is a sin in the Bible. To not forgive is like drinking poison. 

The more you don’t forgive people, the more you die. You are 

actually taking the poison in. Forgive. Be quick to forgive. God 

forgives, and God even forgets. We forgive, but we won’t forget, 

and so the offense is still there. Brothers and sisters, this life of 

being forgiven and forgiving, that’s Jubilee. And to preach this 

Jubilee, we need to live in that life.  

Being Sanctified 

Brother Lee also asked the question, “Have you been sanctified?” 

Are you sanctified, or are you still common? You may not be 

sinful, but you’re just common, just like the world. The world is 

seeking this, you’re seeking that. The world’s lifestyle is this way, 

your lifestyle is that way. The world has that kind of goal, you 

also have that kind of goal. You’re actually not much different 

except that you’re a Christian. We’re not that sanctified. We’re 

still quite worldly. The way we think is in conformation to this 

age. And the Lord needs to do not only an outward separation 

but an inward separation. That can only be done by the 

sanctifying Spirit, by Him filling us, saturating us, every day. 

Even the Word is a sanctifying Word. One of the Word’s main 

functions is to wash and cleanse the bride. So when we pray-

read, dear saints, there should be a sanctifying effect.  

Living in the Church Life 

The next thing he said was, are you really enjoying your 

inheritance, that is Christ? Are we living a life that is enjoying 
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Christ daily, loving Him, truly enjoying Him as our unique 

portion, or are we enjoying something else? Lastly, he asked the 

question, “Are you in the church life?” Are you fully in the church 

life? Are you entirely living in the church life with God’s people, 

or do you have a secret life that you are living? I’m afraid there’s 

this two-faced life going on. The face you see here is pretty good. 

But there’s some kind of private life going on that no one sees. 

Dear saints, our life is the church. These questions are not to get 

us into our mind, to get us into some kind of self-condemning 

exercise. That’s not the point. Don’t be introspective. What we 

need to do is simply go to the Lord, just touch the Lord, call on 

His name, pray-read His Word, praise Him and sing to Him. As 

we do those things, God will come. But when God comes, 

oftentimes it is to touch us, to speak to us, to convict us, with the 

purpose to heal us, to sanctify us, to make us His peculiar 

possession. Then, my brothers and sisters all over the Midwest 

in the churches, when we tell people about the Jubilee, when 

people come into our midst, when people come into our homes, 

when people look at us, they will see this and say, “Wow. This 

thing is real. These people are not just talking. These people are 

living it. There’s a picture here.” That’s the model. 

The Prayer of the Body for this Burden 

I hope you are rather released. There is a way for us to go on, not 

just with some temporary Pentecostal revival, but with a long 

and lasting revival with the reality of the Jubilee. This burden for 

the Midwest is real. Actually I should say not just Midwest but 

the heartland, that includes the South and so on, though we’re in 

the Midwestern area. One-fifth of this country’s population is 

here. The burden to gain the local population, to labor on the 

campuses, to raise up churches all over this area, is a very strong 

one. Two leading ones from the church in Anaheim came and 

talked with me. One is an elder, and one is a responsible brother; 

one is Chinese-speaking, and one is English-speaking. Knowing 

that I was coming to Chicago, they came to me and said, 
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“Minoru, the church in Anaheim last Tuesday had one of the 

most prevailing prayer meetings we ever experienced in 

Anaheim for not only the Labor Day conferences that were 

taking place, but especially for the Midwest. When we touched 

the heartland, the Spirit just burst forth.”  

Brothers and sisters, I feel these two days the Lord has been with 

us in a certain, particular way, in an uncommon way. I don’t 

attribute this to my speaking whatsoever. I attribute this to the 

prayers of the saints and the prayers in the Body. The word is 

going out concerning the burden for the heartland, and the 

faithful saints echo this burden from all over, not just from here. 

They are still praying for it, and they will continue to pray for it. 

We’re covered by prayer. So I believe it will happen. Now we have 

to do our share. Being those who are prayed for, we’re in this 

place and the Lord is going to move. In the coming days and 

years we’re going to continue to blow this trumpet of this burden: 

local population, a growing campus work, and this central part 

of America. Every year we have the GTCA move – gospelize, 

truthize, churchize America – and in 2019 it will come around 

again. I have the deepest burden that in the 2019 GTCA there 

will be quite an emphasis on the heartland as far as the cities and 

campuses are concerned. This is not just for the saints in the 

heartland to rise up. I believe the churches in the United States 

of America and Canada will all rise up to focus on this area. We’re 

going to have a lot more fellowship concerning the cities, 

concerning the campuses, and concerning the churches that 

need strengthening.  

Migration to the Heartland 

One thing that we really look to the Lord for is that He would 

touch many saints to migrate. I have a burden that many from 

the coastal areas would migrate to the heartland. It’s happening 

already, here and there. There are people coming. You know, 

today with the economy, more and more people can work 

remote. They don’t need to be at a desk in a building. They’re free 
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to move. Brothers and sisters, people are becoming more and 

more mobile. They can just move. I have a secret to convince 

them to move. I say, “Where you are living now, the cost of living 

is too high. Both husband and wife have to work a job to hire a 

babysitter. Not good. In San Francisco, a million dollars will buy 

you a little box that needs to be fixed up. Come to the Midwest. 

Come to these places where for instead of one little tiny fixer-

upper, you can buy a mansion or two. Why not? And then the 

wife doesn’t have to work. She can raise up the children. The best 

babysitters cannot compare to a good mother. So mothers, stay 

home and raise your kids. All you need is your husband’s one job 

and you can live very nicely in the Midwest. Why slave away over 

in the coast?”  

I’d like to stir up the burden of all the saints to migrate to the 

center part of America. Not just to have some cheaper housing 

but for the Lord’s move. All in the Midwest as well should not be 

tied down but should be free to migrate within the Midwest as 

the Lord’s need would dictate. This area is full of opportunities, 

full of empty places for the Lord to fill. That is a prophecy in 

Ezekiel 37. Pray that prayer. Dear brothers and sisters, this place 

is ripe for the reaping. The whole recovery, especially in the 

United States is one for this. We are not for our own region. Even 

though we’re here in the Midwest, we’re not here for some 

regional thing. We’re for the Lord’s move in America. It’s 

coming. Brothers and sisters, it will happen. It will not happen 

in a kind of crazy, Pentecostal way, but in a solid organic way of 

life. Let’s pray for this.  

Closing Prayer 

Lord, we thank you for this weekend. Our hearts are filled with 

praises, so much so we don’t know how to contain them. Lord, 

at the end of this conference we just like to give You the glory. 

We like to give You the praise. We also like to give You our 

gratitude and thanksgiving for burdening so many saints to pray 

for this weekend, to pray for Your move in the heartland of 
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America. Lord, we like to end by asking You to remember us. We 

know You do, but we still like to call on Your name. Remember 

us. In Your wrath You show compassion. With all the history we 

have been through, You are bringing us into the springtime. 

You’re bringing us into a new season. You are bringing forth a 

revival. We say, restore us unto You. Lord Jesus, cause Your face 

to shine upon us. We give You all the churches in this region. We 

give You all the saints in this area. We pray for Your mercy and 

Your grace. We pray for Your visitation from on high. We pray 

that Your hand will follow us as we go back to our respective 

localities. Lord, do the work of intensification. Pneumatize us, 

vitalize us, raise us up and bring forth a Jubilee church life. 

Hallelujah! Lord, we’re filled with anticipation of what You will 

do in 2019 and the years afterward. Oh, we’re here to blow the 

trumpet and say Jubilee has come! Jubilee has come! Oh, 

Jubilee has come! This is the acceptable year of the Lord. This is 

the day of salvation. We pray many sinners will be saved. Many 

wandering ones will be brought home. Many seekers will find 

You and the truth. Lord, that Your testimony will grow, will 

increase, will expand. Lord Jesus, we call on Your name, and we 

thank You, Lord, for what You have already started. Lord, let all 

this be done according to Your promise, according to Your 

faithfulness. Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Hallelujah! 

 

 


